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REPORT 


articular  Council  of  ifo  |ocie<8  of  |t  |inamt  At  Jaut, 


OF  TORONTO. 


For  some  years  past  the  Council  of  Toronto  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  make  up  the  annual  Report  from  April  to  April,  and 
to  publish  it  after  the  general  meeting  held  in  July.  This  prac- 
tice was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  whole  winter's 
work  together,  instead  of  dividing  it,  as  usually  occurs  when  a 
report  covers  the  twelve  months  of  the  calendar  year.  While  this 
method  had  its  local  advantages  there  were  difficulties  and  in- 
conveniences connected  with  it  which  determined  its  discontinu- 
ance. The  General  Report  of  the  Society,  and  also  the  report  of 
the  Superior  Council  of  Quebec,  always  cover  the  calendar  year, 
and  the  Council  here  was  therefore  obliged  to  prepare  two  sets 
of  reports,  which  entailed  a  great  deal  of  extra  work  on  the 
Secretaries  and  Treasurers  of  the  Conferences,  and  sometimes 
caused  considerable  confusion  in  the  accounts  by  reason  of  the 
overlapping  of  the  reports.  It  was  therefore  decided  last  July  to 
conform  with  the  practice  of  the  Society  elsewhere  and  defer 
printing  the  report  until  after  the  31st  December.  This  will 
account  for  the  long  interval  which  has  elapsed  since  last  report, 
and  also  for  the  large  increase  in  the  figures  of  the  different 
Conference  returns.  They  will  be  found  to  cover  a  period  of  2 1 
months  instead  of  12 — from  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December, 
1892 — but  for  the  purpose  of  comparison,  the  summary  of  work 
done  is  for  the  year  1892  only. 

Since  last  report  the  number  of  Conferences  in  the  city  has 
been  increased  by  the  aggregation  of  the  Conference  of  St.  Helen, 
which  was  authorized  by  the  Council  General  on  the  30th  No- 
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veniber,  1891,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  next  report  the  circle 
of  Parish  Conferences  within  the  environs  of  Toronto  will  be 
completed  by  the  aggregation  of  the  Conference  of  St.  Joseph. 
Shortly  after  this  parish  was  formed  a  Conference  was  organized, 
and  there  was  reason  to  hope  that  it  would  be  permanent,  as  it 
did  very  good  work  for  a  time ;  but  on  account  of  the  sparseness 
of  the  Parish,  and  the  absence  of  sufficient  work  to  keep  up  the 
interest  in  the  meetings,  it  ceased  to  exist.  The  desire  expressed 
by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Toronto,  at  one  of  our  general 
meetings  last  year,  for  the  revival  of  the  Conference,  decided  the 
late  Pastor — the  much  regretted  Father  O'Reilly  -  to  take  steps 
to  comply  with  His  Grace's  wishes,  and  the  Conference  of  St. 
Joseph  was  re-organized  shortly  before  his  death.  We  may  now 
expect  that  with  the  cordial  support  and  encouragement  which  it 
is  receiving  from  the  present  zealous  pastor  Father  Bergin — it 
will  take  firm  root  in  the  Parish,  and  ere  long  be  in  a  position  to 
apply  for  aggregation. 

Numerically,  the  Society  appears  to  be  weaker  than  at  the 
time  of  last  annual  report ;  but  this  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
one  or  two  of  the  largest  Conferences  have  been  using  the  prun- 
ing knife  very  freely,  and  have  dropped  from  the  list  many 
members  who  had  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings,  or  take  an 
active  interest  in  the  works  of  the  Conference,  for  a  considerable 
time. 

This  question  of  the  admission  and  exclusion  of  members  is 
the  most  important  that  can  engage  the  attention  of  a  President 
of  a  Conference,  upon  whom  this  duty  principally  devolves.  As 
regards  admission,  it  is  recommended  that  a  President  should 
take  care  that  no  proposal  of  a  member  be  made  to  the  Confer- 
ence but  through  him,  and  that  he  should  not  be  easy  or  careless 
about  the  eligibility  of  the  candidate.  It  sometimes  occurs  that 
members  are  drafted  into  a  Conference  during  a  mission  or  some 
other  occasion  of  religious  fervor  in  the  Parish,  and  without  tak- 
ing the  necessary  precautions  to  ascertain  whether  the  candidates 
are  likely  to  come  up  to  the  standard  required  by  the  rules. 
These  members  are  disappointed  in  the  Society  ;  they  do  not 
find  the  excitement  they  anticipated,  or  the  work  is  not  congenial, 
and  they  cease  attending  the  meetings  altogether,  or  perhaps  put 
in  an  appearance  now  and  again,  when  some  matter  of  parish 
interest,  in  which  they  are  anxious  to  figure,  is  likely  to  come  up. 
How  to  deal  with  them  is  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  for  a  Presi- 
dent. Some  Conferences  have  adopted  the  rule  of  cutting  off 
all  members  who  have  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings  for  six 
months.   This  does  not  appear  unreasonable,  but  it  is  recommend- 
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ed  that  in  order  to  avoid  any  appearance  of  harshness,  or  giving 
pain  to  the  negligent  member,  it  should  not  be  enforced  until 
after  his  attention  has  been  called  to  his  non-compliance  with  the 
rules,  and  to  the  necessity  of  his  attending  the  Conference  meet- 
ings in  order  to  gain  the  Indulgences  granted  to  the  Society — 
drawing  his  attention  also  to  the  fact  that  if  not  able  to  partici- 
pate actively  in  the  works  of  the  Society,  he  may  continue  his 
association  by  becoming  an  honorary  member,  with  the  privilege 
of  returning  to  the  active  list  at  some  future  time. 

Last  year  the  Council  procured  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
Manual  of  the  Society,  and  the  General  Rule  with  explanatory 
notes,  which  have  been  bound  up  in  neat  volumes  and  presented 
to  the  Conferences.  It  is  desirable  that  these  volumes  should  be 
kept  for  reference  in  the  Conference  meeting  rooms,  and  that  the 
Rules,  particularly,  should  be  read  now  and  again  by  the  Presi- 
dents at  the  meetings.  It  has  been  remarked  that  there  is  no 
instance  in  the  Church  of  the  failure  of  a  religious  community 
that  had  been  faithful  to  its  fundamental  rules.  This  is  equally 
true  of  a  charitable  work  like  ours.  "  If  we  love  our  Rules  and 
keep  them  faithfully,  we  may  be  sure  they  will  keep  us  and  our 
works." 

The  members  too  often  rely  upon  the  President  and  do  not 
read  the  Rules,  and  if  he  neglects  to  keep  conversant  with  them, 
the  Conference  will  be  apt  to  depart  from  the  spirit  of  the  Society. 
It  should  be  his  duty  to  draw  attention  to  any  departure  from 
the  Rules  that  occurs,  in  a  kindly  manner,  and  his  advice  should 
be  received  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  given,  and  without  taking 
offence. 

There  is  one  point  of  the  rule  to  which  it  appears  necessary 
to  call  attention — that  is,  giving  publicity  to  what  occurs  at  the 
Conference  meetings.  The  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  is  not 
a  secret  Society,  but  the  proceedings,  especially  that  part  which 
relates  to  the  poor  families  whose  names  are  brought  before  the 
meeting  for  relief,  should  not  be  talked  about  outside.  By  so 
doing  we  run  the  risk  of  exposing  and  causing  pain  to  our  poorer 
neighbor.  A  member  of  a  Conference  is  sometimes  indiscreet  in 
talking  before  non-members,  or  his  own  children,  about  a  family, 
who  is  perhaps  a  near  neighbour,  and  who,  through  some  acci- 
dent or  misfortune,  has  been  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  charity  of  the 
Conference  for  temporary  assistance.  This  piece  of  news  is  re- 
peated to  others,  and  ere  long  is  cast  up  by  some  ill-natured 
person  to  the  afflicted  family,  who  naturally  feel  mortified  at  the 
exposure  of  their  position.  Had  we  the  true  spirit  of  the  Society 
we  would  not  so  easily  forget  the  precept  of  the  Gospel,  to  love 
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thy  neighbour  as  thyself,  the  observance  of  which  requires  not 
only  practical  sympathy  with  a  poorer  neighbour  in  his  trials  and 
necessities,  but  the  careful  avoidance  of  any  action  which  would 
tend  to  wound  his  feelings.  We  would  do  to  him  as  we  would 
be  done  by. 

In  the  last  annual  Report  pleasure  was  expressed  for  the 
large  attendance  at  the  general  meetings.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  records  of  the  meetings  since  do  not  give  the  same 
grounds  for  congratulation  on  this  head,  for  they  have  been  very 
poorly  attended.  His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  who  takes  an 
earnest  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Society,  was  pleased  to  attend 
the  general  meeting  held  on  the  second  Sunday  after  Easter ; 
but  there  was  a  very  small  representation  from  the  nine  Confer- 
ences of  the  city.  Presidents  of  Conferences  should  make  it  a 
point  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  members  regularly  before  each 
general  meeting  to  the  necessity  for  their  attendance  at  them  in 
order  to  gain  the  spiritual  benefits  attached  to  the  Feasts  of  the 
Society,  and  also  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  our  religious  superiors. 
These  meetings  generally  fall  upon  Festivals,  when  the  clergy 
have  many  calls  upon  their  time,  and  if  they — particularly  in  case 
it  is  the  head  of  the  diocese  -  consent  to  honor  our  meetings 
with  their  presence,  and  take  an  interest  in  our  works,  we  should 
at  least,  show  that  we  appreciate  these  favors  by  gathering  in  as 
large  numbers  as  possible  to  receive  them. 

The  summary  of  the  work  done  during  the  year.  1892  shows 
a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  families  relieved  ;  but  the 
amounts  expended  in  relief  are  less,  as  the  demands  made  upon 
the  Conferences  during  the  previous  year  were  much  larger  on 
account  of  the  severity  of  the  season  and  the  sufferings  from  the 
epidemic  which  prevailed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

The  last  annual  report  of  the  Superior  Council  of  Quebec 
shows  that  the  Society  in  Canada  is,  on  the  whole,  maintaining  its 
ground.  At  the  beginning  of  1892  there  were  96  Conferences 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Superior  Council,  distributed  be- 
tween ten  Particular  Councils.  The  number  of  active  members 
was  4,162.  The  families  relieved  numbered  2,777,  composed  of 
11,370  persons.  The  receipts  amounted  to  $57,804,  and  the 
expenses  to  $43,150. 

The  work  of  supervising  the  vast  territory  over  which  these 
96  Conferences  are  scattered  is  still  a  source  of  much  anxiety 
not  only  to  the  Superior  Council  of  Quebec,  but  to  the  Council 
General  in  Paris,  and  the  President  General  has  again  referred  to 
it  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Particular  Council  in  April  last. 
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He  says :  "  We  are  confident  that  new  Conferences  might  be 
established  without  much  difficulty  in  more  of  the  towns  and 
villages  of  your  Province  if  the  matter  were  taken  up,  but  in  order 
to  do  this  efficiently,  it  would  be  desirable  to  form  in  Toronto  a 
Council  with  larger  powers  than  the  Particular  Council  of  the  city 
and  suburbs  only.  We  have  already  written  to  Mr.  MacDonell 
on  the  subject  of  the  organization  of  a  Central  Council  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ontario  and  will  return  to  it  later  on.  The  Superior 
Council  of  Quebec  is  favorable  to  the  project,  for  it  feels  that  it 
is  situated  too  far  away  from  you  to  be  able  to  take  efficacious 
action  in  propagating  the  Society  in  your  Province." 

The  President  General  has  considered  this  question  of  Central 
Councils  of  such  importance  in  promoting  the  progress  and 
development  of  the  Society  in  districts  far  from  the  seat  of  the 
Superior  Councils  that  he  made  it  the  subject  of  his  address  at 
the  general  meeting  of  the  Paris  Conferences,  held  in  May  last. 
He  reminds  the  brethren  that  they  must  not  remain  satisfied 
because  the  Society  has  many  members  in  the  large  cities.  It 
is  their  duty  to  extend  it  further  ;  but  as  Particular  Councils  were 
only  instituted  for  the  Conferences  of  a  town  or  small  centre 
they  cannot  be  expected  to  extend  or  to  direct  Conferences  be- 
yond their  jurisdiction.  "  In  order  to  act  and  to  speak,  we  must, 
according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  apostle,  have  received 
the  mission  to  do  so."  Central  Councils  are  needed  for  an 
ecclesiastical  province,  or  for  a  diocese,  and  should  therefore  be 
established  on  a  firm  basis.  They  will  not  only  lighten  the 
burden  of  the  Superior  Councils,  but  they  will  propagate  the 
Society  by  working  for  the  establishment  of  new  Conferences,  and 
they  will  be  better  able  to  direct  and  support  the  old  Conferences 
within  their  jurisdiction  on  account  of  the  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  their  requirements  which  they  possess. 

The  last  General  Report  of  the  Society  published  is  for  the 
year  1891,  and  it  shows  that  during  that  year  there  were  173 
Conferences  aggregated  and  2 1  Councils  instituted.  The  receipts 
were  $1,563,651,  and  the  expenses  $1,651,006. 

As  usual  our  Conference  reports  contain  few  special  cases* 
although  the  work  of  the  year  can  hardly  have  been  carried  on 
without  the  occurrence  of  some  edifying  facts  or  incidents  in  each 
Conference,  which  deserve  mention.  The  few  that  are  related 
will  be  quoted  here  :  The  Conference  of  St.  Patrick  reports 
that  a  very  sad  case  came  under  the  experience  of  the  Confer- 
ence a  short  time  ago.  Information  was  given  to  one  of  the 
members  that  one  of  two  young  unmarried  sisters,  living  together, 
was  dying  of  consumption,  and  that  they  were  in  want  of  the 
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necessaries  of  life.  Having  also  learned  from  one  of  the  Fathers 
in  charge  of  the  Parish  that  he  had  just  returned  from  adminis- 
tering the  last  sacraments  to  the  sick  girl,  the  member,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  visited  the  house  with  a  fellow  member,  but 
found  that  she  had  died  just  before  their  arrival.  The  Confer- 
erence  provided  for  her  burial,  had  a  Mass  said,  and  gave  tem- 
porary assistance  to  the  surviving  sister,  who,  it  was  ascertained, 
had  for  some  time  nursed,  provided  and  cared  for  the  sick  girl 
solely  out  of  her  own  limited  earnings,  rather  than  accept  outside 
assistance  by  disclosing  their  wants  to  strangers. 

This  Conference  has  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  Parish,  con- 
taining nearly  one  thousand  volumes,  and  which,  judging  by  the 
•  receipts,  has  been  successful  during  the  year. 

It  has  also  a  Wardrobe  Committee,  which  makes  the  following 
very  interesting  report  :  We  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
during  the  past  year  the  clothing  received  by  us  has  far  exceeded 
previous  years,  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

We  received  some  175  articles,  nearly  all  of  which  were  in 
most  excellent  condition,  many  being  as  good  as  new,  if  not  actu- 
ally so.  For  this  very  gratifying  increase  in  our  receipts  we  are 
largely  indebted  to  the  untiring  energy  and  zeal  of  the  Redemp- 
torist  Fathers  in  making  known  our  needs,  aims  and  objects, 
thereby  rendering  us  very  valuable  assistance. 

We  have  distributed  relief  to  31  adults  and  45  children,  mak- 
a  total  of  76  persons.  Amongst  these  were  several  non-Catholics  ; 
but  owing  to  the  generosity  of  donors  we  were  enabled  to  give  to 
all  who  applied,  irrespective  of  creed  or  nationality,  provided  we 
considered  the  applicants  worthy  of  assistance. 

The  only  difficulty  we  experienced  was  in  supplying  bedding 
We  were  compelled  to  refuse  many  applications  for  this  for  want 
of  means,  but  we  feel  sure  that  even  this  would  have  been  forth- 
coming had  our  patrons  been  aware  of  our  necessities. 

The  Conference  of  St.  Basil  "acknowledges  the  kindness  of 
our  Most  Reverend  Archbishop,  who,  on  hearing  that  the  funds 
in  the  Treasury  were  low,  and  not  likely  to  meet  the  demands 
which  would  be  made  during  the  winter,  graciously  offered  to 
come  to  its  assistance.  On  Sunday*  evening,  the  21st  February, 
His  Grace  preached  a  charity  sermon  in  St.  Basil's,  and  his  elo- 
quent appeal  was  most  liberally  responded  to  by  the  large  con- 
gregation present.  The  collection  taken  up  amounted  to  nearly 
$150. 
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"  The  Conference  desires  also  to  thank  the  good  benetactors 
named  in  the  list,  and  a  large  number  of  others  in  the  con- 
gregation who  drop  their  generous  offerings  regularly,  in  the 
box  of  the  Society  which  is  held  at  the  church  door  at  the  end 
of  Mass.  The  box  collections  during  the  last  year,  as  well  as 
for  some  years  past,  is  the  principal  item  of  revenue  of  this 
Conference.    It  amounted  to  $235  last  year. 

"  At  Christmas  all  the  poor  families  on  the  list  were  supplied 
with  fowls  in  order  to  assist  them  in  providing  a  Christmas 
dinner.  The  Sunday  school  children  of  the  parish  are  provided 
with  the  '  Young  Catholic  Messenger ' — a  semi-monthly  Sun- 
day school  paper,  which  appears  to  be  very  much  appreciated 
by  the  little  ones.  Upon  the  invitation  of  the  Pastor  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  took  part  in  the  procession  of  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  at  the  opening  of  the  beautiful  devotion  of 
the  Forty  Hours,  which  His  Grace  ordered  to  be  held  in  the 
different  churches  of  the  city  during  Lent. 

"  In  our  work  amongst  the  poor,  members  are  sometimes 
obliged  to  admit  with  regret  that  the  objects  of  their  charity 
prove  unworthy,  either  on  account  of  the  irregularity  of  their 
lives,  or  the  deception  which  they  practice  to  excite  pity.  This 
complaint  is  not  peeuliar  to  our  Society  ;  it  is  made  by  all  our 
charity  organizations.  But  while  we  regret  that  this  should  be 
the  case,  we  must  not  forget  that  there  are  compensations,  for 
we  also  meet  with  many  acts  of  devotion  and  courageous  self- 
denial  amongst  our  poor,  which  are  a  source  of  edification  to 
the  observer.  One  case  has  come  under  the  notice  of  the 
Conference  during  the  year  which  is  worthy  of  record.  A 
young  girl  who  had  come  to  this  city  to  obtain  employment  as 
a  servant  was  anxious  to  have  near  her  the  aged  parents  whom 
she  had  left  in  her  country  home,  and  induced  them  to  remove 
to  the  city.  Shortly  after  their  arrival  they  were  both  stricken 
down  with  sickness,  and  became  unable  to  do  anything  to  con- 
tribute to  their  own  support.  The  daughter,  unlike  many  of 
her  class  who  spend  the  most  of  their  earnings  in  dress,  for  over 
two  years  devoted  all  her  wages  to  keep  the  little  home  supplied 
with  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  spent  all  her  leisure  moments 
in  helping  her  feeble  old  mother  to  keep  it  in  order.  Her 
efforts  were  so  taxing  upon  her  strength  that  she  became  ill 
herself,  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  her  place.  When  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Conference  was  brought  to  the  family  they  were  all 
suffering  from  the  prevailing  epidemic,  La  Grippe,  and  in  want. 
Fuel  and  provisions  were  supplied,  and  assistance  given  towards 
paying  arrears  of  rent.    But  just  as  soon  as  this  good  girl  re- 
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gained  strength  enough  to  go  out  she  obtained  a  new  place, 
and  she  is  now  happy  again  at  being  able  to  devote  herself  to 
the  maintenance  and  comfort  of  her  parents." 

The  Confei'ence  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes  reports  that  in 
addition  to  the  relief  covered  by  the  Treasurer's  statement,  a 
number  of  kind  members  of  the  parish  contributed,  through  the 
Conference,  articles  of  clothing,  stoves,  bed  and  bedding,  which 
were  very  much  needed.  Also  that  the  Pastor  of  the  parish  has 
been  good  enough  to  express  his  satisfaction  at  the  good  results 
of  the  visitations  of  the  members  of  the  Conference  in  the  homes 
of  many  of  the  poor,  as  it  has  given  heart  and  comfort  to  them 
to  know  that  an  interest  was  being  taken  in  them. 

SPECIAL  WORKS. 

The  Hospital  Board  is  now  in  its  ninth  year  of  existence,  and 
shows  no  lack  of  zeal  in  keeping  up  the  work  for  which  it  was 
originally  established,  as  well  as  in  taking  up  new  lines  of  useful- 
ness whenever  presented.  The  Toronto  General  Hospital  is 
visited  every  Sunday,  and  the  Catholic  patients  are  supplied  with 
prayer-books,  newspapers  and  other  entertaining  reading  from 
the  Society's  Library.  Clothing,  medicine  and  spectacles  have 
been  procured  for  several  and  a  pair  of  crutches  for  one.  As  in 
previous  years,  the  patients  generally  were  treated  to  fruit  at 
Christmas,  the  distribution  having  been  very  kindly  taken  charge 
of  and  contributed  to  by  the  Catholic  Ladies'  Hospital  Society. 
The  management  of  the  General  Hospital  afford  our  visitors 
every  facility  in  their  work. 

At  the  opening  of  the  new  St.  Michael's  Hospital  the  Board 
provided  a  bed  for  one  of  the  wards  at  an  expense  of  $25.00,  and 
gave  fifty  volumes  of  books  to  the  Hospital  Library  ;  a  present  of 
fruit  was  also  sent  to  the  patients  at  Christmas.  The  old  men  in 
the  House  of  Providence  are  supplied  with  papers  regularly,  and 
a  caddie  of  tobacco  was  distributed  among  them  at  Christmas. 
The  Sisters  of  the  Good  Shepherd  have  been  assisted  in  forming 
a  Library  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  of  their  Convent.  A  grant 
was  made  to  the  Chaplain  of  the  Central  Prison  and  Mercer 
Reformatory,  to  enable  him  to  supply  altar  vessels  and  other 
articles  needed  to  conduct  the  services  of  the  church  properly  ; 
and  prayer  books,  religious  objects  and  reading  matter  have  been 
supplied  from  time  to  time.  Prayer  books,  &c,  were  also  sup- 
plied to  the  Chaplain  who  visits  the  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Toronto 
and  at  Mimico. 

During  the  early  part  of  1892  the  attention  of  the  Hospital 
Board  was  drawn  to  the  case  of  a  poor  woman  in  the  General 
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Hospital  by  the  Catholic  Ladies'  Hospital  Visiting  Society.  As 
death  was  drawing  near  she  felt  anxious  about  the  future  of  her 
children,  who  were  scattered  around  amongst  relatives.  The 
Board  assisted  the  Ladies  in  getting  three  of  the  children  and 
having  them  placed  in  the  Orphanage  at  Sunnyside,  and  paid  the 
travelling  and  other  expenses,  which  amounted  to  $30.00.  The 
poor  mother  was  much  consoled  by  the  presence  of  her  children 
in  her  last  hours,  as  well  as  by  the  knowledge  that  a  good  Catho- 
lic home  had  been  provided  for  them. 

The  Hospital  Board  having  adopted  the  work  of  the  night 
school  in  St.  Nicholas  Home  for  Boys,  made  arrangements  for 
its  being  carried  on  during  the  winter  months  of  the  last  two 
years.  The  teachers  who  conducted  the  school  have  made  the 
following  reports  of  the  result  of  each  season's  work  : 

REPORT  ON  NIGHT  SCHOOL  AT  ST.   NICHOLAS  HOME. 

Toronto,  29th  April,  1892. 
To  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society,  Toronto. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  night  school  conducted,  under 
your  auspices,  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Institute  during  the  winter  of  1891-'92. 

The  school  was  opened  on  the  10th  of  November,  1891,  and  continued 
until  the  4th  of  March,  1892,  the  hours  being  from  7  to  9  on  the  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday  evenings  of  each  week. 

The  subjects  taken  up  were  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  spelling, 
book-keeping  and  drawing  ;  and  the  progress  made  was  very  satisfactory, 
especially  in  the  three  former  subjects,  to  which  most  of  the  time  was 
devoted. 

The  average  number  of  boys  in  attendance  was  28,  many  of  whom 
applied  themselves  very  diligently  to  their  studies  and  showed  a  desire  of 
advancement.  Great  assistance  was  rendered  by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph, 
who  have  charge  of  the  Institute,  aud  especially  by  the  Reverend  Mother 
iriurging  the  boys  to  attend. 

On  the  whole  the  season's  work  proved  very  successful. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Edward  Harley,  Teacher. 


St.  Nicholas  Institute, 

Toronto,  Feb.  17,  '93. 
To  the  President  of  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  Society. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Daring  two  months  of  the  past  winter  the  usual  night  school  has  been 
conducted,  under  the  auspices  of  your  Society,  for  the  working  boys  resid- 
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ing  in  St.  Nicholas  Institute.  Owing  to  my  illness  for  a  short  period  the 
classes  were  disbanded  and  not  resumed  again.  The  average  attendance 
was  about  fifteen.  This  was  somewhat  lower  than  in  former  years,  as 
several  of  our  boys  left  the  city  for  the  Western  States.  The  studies  em- 
braced Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic  and  Butler's  Catechism. 

The  most  improvement  was  shown  in  Arithmetic  and  Reading,  some 
of  the  b  >ys  passing  from  Addition  to  Simple  Fractions,  and  others  from 
Multiplication  to  Mensuration.  In  Reading  particular  attention  was  paid 
to  Pronunciation  and  Spelling,  etc.,  in  which  the  boys  showed  themselves 
very  apt  indeed.  The  Dominion  Series  of  Readers  from  D.  &  J.  Sadlier  & 
Co.,  were  used,  and  found  to  be  far  superior  to  the  old  class  of  Readers 
formerly  used. 

Ia  conclusion,  1  would  strongly  recommend  that  in  future  years  a 
committee  of  one  or  two  gentlemen  from  your  Society  visit  the  Institute 
at  least  one  night  a  week  during  the  school-term.  This,  I  feel  sure,  would 
ba  a  great  incentive  to  spur  the  boys  on  to  greater  efforts  in  their  studies. 

I  remain  yours  very  sincerely, 

Jas.  C.  Carberry. 

The  Board  has  also  made  an  addition  to  the  Boys'  Library 
in  St.  Nicholas  Institute. 

The  different  works  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Hospital  Board  are  most  important,  and  require  active,  intelli- 
gent and  zealous  members  to  carry  them  on  efficiently.  It  is 
hoped,  therefore,  that  Presidents  of  Conferences  will  endeavor  to 
get  some  of  their  best  members  to  take  an  interest  in  this  work 
and  will  encourage  them  to  attend  to  it.  The  Board  desires  to 
recognize  the  kindness  of  the  following  benefactors  : 

Mrs.  Joseph  Golding  and  Mr.  Alexander  MacDonell,  for 
donations  ;  Stephen  Weston  Healy  of  Florence  (Italy),  for  Italian 
newspapers,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Bondidier,  for  a  regular  supply  of 
newspapers. 

One  of  our  Presidents  General  states  that  "special  works, 
such  as  instructing  the  young,  visiting  the  sick,  and  maintaining 
libraries,  etc.,  are  in  a  Conference,  as  compared  with  the  principal 
work  of  visiting  the  poor  in  their  homes,  what  children  are  to 
the  parents  in  a  family.  They  are  not  the  basis  of  the  Confer- 
ence, but  its  ornament,  consolation  and  strength ;  and  just  as  a 
number  of  children  has  always  been  regarded  in  Christian 
families  as  a  mark  of  benediction,  so  the  multiplicity  of  special 
works  is  for  the  society  an  assurance  of  life  and  growth."  It  is 
therefore  a  cause  of  satisfaction  to  have  to  report  that  the  Coun- 
cil has  during  the  last  year  added  a  new  special  work  to  those 
already  in  existence  by  establishing  a  night  school  for  our  Italian 
fellow  Catholics. 

It  was  learned  that  there  was  a  number  of  young  men  and 
boys  of  that  nationality  in  the  city  who  were  anxious  to  learn 
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English  but  had  no  opportunity  of  doing  so,  as  they  were  obliged 
to  work  during  the  day.  The  Council  submitted  the  matter  to 
His  Grace  the  Archbishop,  who  advised  that  a  night  school  be 
opened  at  once.  The  chairman  of  the  Separate  School  Board, 
Monsignor  Rooney,  when  informed  of  the  project,  recommended 
to  the  Board  that  the  use  of  a  class  room  in  St.  Patrick's  school- 
house  be  given,  provided  that  a  caretaker  was  appointed  and 
proper  order  kept  by  the  members  of  the  Society.  A  teacher 
was  therefore  engaged,  books  and  other  necessaries  were  procur- 
ed, and  the  school  was  opened  on  the  7th  November,  1892, 
with  an  attendance  of  23,  which  increased  nightly  until  there 
were  70  on  the  roll. 

The  scholars  were  of  all  ages,  from  six  years  up,  but  chiefly 
young  and  grown  up  men — several  of  them  being  the  heads  of 
families.  The  school  was  open  on  four  nights  each  week,  and 
until  Christmas  the  average  attendance  was  up  to  40,  and  con- 
tinued at  about  30  until  the  approach  of  spring.  The  school 
was  closed  on  the  6th  of  April,  having  been  in  operation  for  five 
months. 

Shortly  after  it  was  opened  it  was  found  that  one  teacher 
could  not  teach  the  large  number  who  attended,  and  a  second 
was  therefore  employed.  Both  teachers  were  young  men  who 
had  graduated  from  Toronto  University,  and  had  some  knowledge 
of  the  Italian  language.  Towards  the  end  of  the  season  one  of 
the  English  teachers  was  replaced  by  an  Italian,  as  there  were  a 
number  of  the  young  men  who  wished  to  learn  to  read  and  write 
their  own  language.  No  trouble  was  experienced  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school,  as  all  showed  an  earnest  desire  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  instructions  given,  and  the  Council  has  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  result.  When  the  school  opened  the 
scholars  were  not — with  few  exceptions — able  to  read  English, 
and  when  it  closed  they  were  all  able  to  do  so,  several  of  the 
young  men  having  been  advanced  from  the  first  reader  to  the 
third.  In  addition  to  reading  and  writing,  they  were  taught  the 
simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  also  a  little  translation.  The 
expenses  incurred  during  the  season  for  teaching,  caretaking, 
books  and  other  supplies,  amounted  to  $204.80. 

The  Council  tenders  thanks  to  those  who  took  an  interest  in 
the  work,  particularly  the  Rev.  Father  Lafontaine,  who  had 
spiritual  charge  of  the  Italian  colony  in  the  city  during  a  portion 
of  the  winter,  and  who  lost  no  opportunity  of  encouraging  attend- 
ance at  the  school  and  rendered  great  assistance  in  teaching  the 
younger  boys  ;  to  the  Toronto  Separate  School  Board  for  the  use  of 
the  room  in  which  the  classes  were  carried  on  ;  to  Brother  Stephen 
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Weston  Healey  of  Florence  (Italy),  who  has  at  considerable 
expense  and  trouble  sent  out  from  time  to  time  quantities  of  the 
current  Italian  newspapers  and  other  useful  reading  matter  for 
distribution  amongst  the  Italians ;  and  also  to  the  young  men  of 
St.  Patrick's  Conference,  and  of  St.  Basil's  Sodality  who  showed 
a  beautiful  example  of  practical  charity  by  giving  their  personal 
services  evening  after  evening  in  helping  the  teachers. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  example  will  be  followed  by  other  mem- 
beis  who  have  the  time  and  the  knowledge  to  engage  in  the 
work,  when  the  school  is  re-opened,  for  it  is  evident  that  in  a 
work  of  this  kind  the  benefit  is  two-fold — for  the  giver  as  well  as 
the  receiver.  And  the  field  for  active  and  zealous  members  in 
connection  with  this  work  is  wide,  for  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  number  of  Italian  children  who,  either  through  careless- 
ness or  want  of  knowledge  of  the  ways  of  this  country  on  the 
part  of  their  parents,  are  now  entirely  neglected  and  growing  up 
in  ignorance  of  the  faith  they  profess,  is  considerable.  The 
night  school  should  therefore,  as  soon  as  possible,  be  developed 
into  a  permanent  Sunday  school,  and  the  Society  should  without 
delay  move  in  this  direction. 


Since  last  Report  a  legacy  has  been  received  by  the  Council 
from  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  the  Reverend  Thomas  C. 
McMahon,  who  died  in  Toronto  a  short  time  ago.  This  legacy 
was  left  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  city  ;  it  amounted  to 
$2,350,  and  it  has  been  decided  to  devote  it  to  that  purpose  in 
such  sums  and  at  such  times  as  the  needs  of  the  Conferences  shall 
require.  The  sum  of  $420  was  distributed  during  the  last  year 
amongst  all  the  Conferences  proportionately  to  their  necessities, 
and  the  assistance  thus  afforded  was  timely  and  welcome  to 
several  of  them. 

Out  of  the  balance  of  this  money  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  Council  it  has  been  considered  advisable  to  borrow  for  a 
time  a  sufficient  amount  to  liquidate  the  debt  which  still  remain 
ed  due  on  the  Society's  Hall.  This  action  was  suggested  and 
approved  of  by  the  General  meeting  held  in  December,  1891,  in 
order  to  save  the  interest  which  had  to  be  paid  half  yearly  on 
the  mortgage.  This  mortgage  was  therefore  paid  off  in  February, 
1892. 

While  on  the  subject  of  St.  Vincent's  Hall,  the  members  wil 
naturally  look  for  some  explanation  of  the  action  taken  last  year 
by  the  Council  in  announcing  through  the  press  that  this  property 
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was  in  the  market  for  sale.  Before  doing  so  it  will  be  as  well 
to  go  back  a  little  in  the  history  of  the  Society  and  ascertain  how 
it  became  possessed  of  the  Hall,  as  there  are  no  doubt  many  new 
members  who  never  heard  the  facts. 

This  will  take  us  to  the  year  1859,  when  the  Council  received 
from  the  family  of  the  late  Hon.  John  Elmsley  the  sum  of  ^"400 
on  condition  that  it  should  be  employed  in  the  erection  or 
acquisition  of  a  building  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Society. 
With  this  money  a  vacant  lot  on  Queen  street  East  was  purchased, 
and  shortly  afterwards  let  for  a  term  of  21  years.  The  revenue 
was  carefully  nursed  until  it  amounted  to  $1,000,  and  shortly 
after  the  expiry  of  the  Lease  (1881)  the  present  property  on  the 
corner  of  Victoria  and  Shuter  streets  was  offered  for  sale.  The 
Society  purchased  it  for  $6,040,  the  Queen  street  lot  was  sold 
for  $2,640,  which  amount,  together  with  the  fund  accumulated 
($1,000),  was  applied  in  payment.  In  order  to  meet  the  balance 
and  defray  cost  of  alterations  and  repairs,  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
borrowed  on  a  mortgage.  This  amount  was  reduced  by  pay- 
ments to  $1,800,  and  on  the  1st  February,  1892,  this  balance 
was  paid  off,  by  borrowing  the  amount  from  the  Charitable  fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  as  already  mentioned. 

The  property  now  owned  by  the  Society  is  favorably  situated, 
and  has  increased  considerably  in  value  since  its  purchase,  so 
that  the  investment  has  proved  a  profitable  one ;  but  unfortunately 
the  building  has  not  been  found  suitable,  either  for  the  wants  of 
the  Society  or  of  the  Catholic  organizations  who  require  such  a 
place  for  meetings  and  transaction  of  business.  This  fact  was 
made  apparent  to  the  Council  some  time  after  the  property  was 
purchased,  and  the  question  of  improving  it  and  making  it  suit- 
able for  public  and  private  meetings,  and  thereby  securing  some 
adequate  revenue  from  it,  has  been  frequently  discussed.  Want 
of  means  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  and  the  many  other  more 
needed  works  appealing  to  the  Catholic  public  for  support,  has 
however  prevented  any  action  being  taken. 

In  1886  the  need  of  a  large  Hall  where  Catholics  could  meet 
was  very  much  felt  in  Toronto,  and  suggestions  were  made  to  the 
Society,  through  the  press  and  otherwise,  that  as  they  possessed  a 
suitable  site,  an  effort  should  be  made  to  meet  the  want.  Several 
schemes  were  proposed  and  some  offers  of  assistance  were  made  ; 
but  after  giving  them  mature  consideration  the  Council  did  not 
feel  justified  in  undertaking  a  work  of  such  magnitude,  particu- 
larly as  it  might  interfere  with  the  real  object  and  works  of  the 
Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 
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The  question  of  improving  St.  Vincent's  Hall  was  not  how- 
ever lost  sight  of,  and  was  a  subject  of  discussion  by  the  members 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  length,  after  the  arrival  of  His  Grace  the 
present  Archbishop  in  Toronto,  the  Council  decided  to  take  his 
advice  in  the  matter.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1890  His 
Grace  was  pleased  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  and  after 
hearing  a  full  statement  of  the  case  and  the  difficulties  in  the 
way,  he  advised  them  to  drop  the  idea  of  a  large  public  Hall, 
and  to  endeavour  to  use  the  means  and  resources  which  they 
possessed  towards  developing  some  work  which  would  be  more 
in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  the  Society.  A  suggestion  that  the 
property  on  Shuter  street  should  be  sold  and  that  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds some  central  but  cheaper  place  should  be  purchased, 
where,  with  the  funds  which  would  be  then  available,  a  suitable 
reading  room,  library  and  place  of  meeting  for  the  Catholic 
young  men  of  the  city  could  be  provided,  met  with  His  Grace's 
hearty  approval.  He  has  since  urged  the  Society  to  realize 
on  the  property  as  soon  as  anopportunity  offered,  and  has  gener- 
ously offered  them  the  use  of  the  new  and  commodious  chapel 
of  St.  John,  attached  to  St.  Michael's  Cathedral,  for  their 
ordinary  and  general  meetings. 

On  account  of  the  depression  in  the  real  estate  market  for 
some  time  back  it  was  not  considered  advisable  to  attempt  a  sale, 
but  information  having  been  received  lately  that  properties  situ- 
ated like  this  were  sometimes  in  demand,  the  Council  decided  that 
it  would  be  well  that  the  public  should  know  that  it  was  in  the 
market.  This  explains  the  advertisement  which  appeared  in  the 
newspapers.  There  is  no  danger,  however,  of  any  action 
being  taken  which  would  in  any  way  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the 
Society  in  this  property  ;  as  there  is  no  necessity  for  forcing  a  sale 
immediately,  the  Society  can  afford  to  wait  until  a  pi  ice  is  offered 
which  shall  correspond  to  the  valuation  placed  upon  it  by  mem- 
bers experienced  in  such  business.  When  this  occurs  a  general 
meeting  will  be  called  in  order  to  obtain  the  approval  of  the 
members. 


It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  Council  closes  this 
Report  with  a  reference  to  the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  our 
venerated  President,  Wm.  John  Macdonell,  under  whose  super- 
vision.the  greater  part  of  it  was  prepared.  This  sad  event  took 
place  on  the  4th  March  last,  and  has  caused  universal  sorrow  not 
only  amongst  the  Brotherhood  in  Toronto,  but  in  the  Society  at 
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large,  of  which  he  was  a  most  devoted  and  distinguished  member. 
He  saw  the  beginning  of  the  first  Conference  of  Toronto,  was 
President  of  it,  and  also  first  President  of  the  Particular  Council, 
which  position  he  held  for  39  years.  By  his  death  the  last  link  that 
connected  us  with  Mr.  Muir  and  the  six  other  gentlemen  who  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  Society  here  has  been  broken,  and  a  long 
career  of  charitable  works  has  been  terminated.  Although,  in 
consequence  of  ill-health,  his  venerable  and  familiar  figure  has  been 
absent,  from  our  general  meetings  for  the  last  year  or  so,  yet  we 
have  always  had  the  benefit  of  his  direction  and  advice,  so  valuable 
on  account  of  his  long  experience  and  ripe  judgment,  and  his 
interest  in  the  welfare  aud  progress  of  the  Society  was  active  and 
earnest  up  to  the  very  close  of  his  life. 

In  view  of  the  affection  and  respect  with  which  our  late  Pre- 
sident was  regarded  by  all  the  brotherhood,  a  brief  sketch  of  his 
connection  with  the  Society  has  heen  prepared  and  will  be  found 
at  the  end  of  the  Report. 


In  conclusion,  the  Council  wishes  to  express  sincere  thanks 
to  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Toronto  for  encouragement  and 
approval,  and  to  the  Clergy  of  the  city  who  are  helping  the 
Society  in  its  efforts.  Gratitude  is  also  expressed  to  the  generous 
benefactors  of  the  laity,  whose  substantial  contributions  have 
enabled  the  Society  to  maintain  the  different  works  amongst  the 
poor.  The  Council  begs  to  mention  in  particular  Dr.  Goldwin 
Smith,  who  has,  for  some  years  past,  very  kindly  sent  an  annual 
donation  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
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PARTICULAR  COUNCIL. 


J.  J.  Murphy,  President. 

121  Yorkvilie  Ave. 

Alexander  Macdonell,  Vice-President. 

123  Huron  St. 

Hugh  T.  Kelly,  Treasurer. 

87  Charles  St. 

Mathew  Meyer,  Assistant  Treasurer. 

John  M.  French,  Secretary. 

James  Ryan,  Assistant  Secretary. 

Besides  the  above,  the  Council  comprises  the  Presidents  and 
Vice-Presidents  of  the  respective  Conferences,  and  also  the  Presi- 
dents and  Vice-Precidents  of  special  works  connected  with  the 
Society. 

The  Council  meets  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month,  at 
7.45  p.m.  in  St.  Vincent's  Hall,  corner  of  Shuter  and  Victoria  streets. 
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PARTICULAR  COUNCIL  OF  TORONTO. 


Cash  Account. 
From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  Report  $357  65 

Offerings  from  Conferences  : 

Our  Lady  $     37  85 

St.  Paul   19  59 

St.  Mary   40  33 

St.  Basil   37  90 

St.  Patrick   68  02 

St.  Peter   8  61 

The  Sacred  Heart   6  78 

Our  Lady  of  Lourdes   15  56 

St.  Helen   8  50 

  $243  14 

Bequest  of  the  late  Rev.  T.  C.  McMahon  %  2,350  00 

Two  Donations  from  Dr.  Goldwin  Smith   200  00 

Collections  at  General  Meetings   58  89 

Collections  at  Council  Meetings   15  86 

Rules  and  books  sold   20  39 

Received  for  Bulletins   14  00 

Interest   40  65 

Refund  from  Relief  Officer  Taylor   10  00 


Total  Receipts   $3,310  58 

EXPENSES. 

Printing  Reports  and  Forms  $      57  50 

Offering  to  Superior  Council  of  Quebec   15  00 

Paid  for  Bulletins,  1892   28  21 

Distributed  Dr.  Smith's  Donations   200  00 

Distributed  portion  of  McMahon  Bequest   420  00 

Special  Relief   25  00 

Binding  Reports   35  90 

Furniture  for  Hall   8  00 

Italian  Night  School — Teaching  and  Supplies . .  75  00 

Postage  and  Sundries   9  05 

Lent  St.  Vincent's  Hall  to  pay  off  Mortgage  ....  2,062  25 


Total  Expenses   2,935  91 


Balance  on  hand   $374  67 
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ST.  VINCENT'S  HALL. 


Cash  Account. 
From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  Decent  her,  1892. 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  from  last  Report   $127  47 

Rents  $  455  50 

Borrowed  from  Current  Account   2,062  25 

Interest  on  Deposit   5  20 

  2,522  95 


Total  Receipts   $2,650  42 

EXPENSES. 

Taxes,  1891  $    106  16 

Taxes,  1892   96  81 

Gas   17  24 

Water   12  60 

Fuel   28  70 

Advertising   10  80 

Repairs  to  Hall  and  Cottages.   147  26 

Paid  Western  Loan  Company  Balance  due  on 

Mortgage   2,126  25 


Total  Expenses   '  2,545  82 


Balance  on  hand   $104  60 
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CONFEKENCE  OF  OUR  LADY. 


From  1st  Apiil,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

Aggregated  6th  January,  1851. 

The  Conference   meets  every  Sunday  after   High  Mass  in  St. 
John's  Chapel. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

President,  M.  Keilty,  205  Jar  vis  st.  I  Secretary....  T.  B.  Winterberry. 
Vice-President  M.  Phelan.  |  Treasurer,  Alexander  Thomson. 

]  Joseph  Bondidier. 
Hospital  Commmittee,  IE.  Kennedy. 

j  James  Connors. 

STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 

Number  of  active  members   30 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   6 

Average  attendance   14 

List  of  Members  Admitted. 

P.  D.  Kenny.  E.  Kennedy.  James  Connors. 

E.  Killeen.  Dr.  R.  J.  Dwyer.    Joseph  Bonner. 

P.  J.  O'Brien.         F.  Beale.  Joseph  Durand. 

Members  Retired. 
Joseph  Redmond — Left  the  City. 

Statement  of  Poor  Relieved. 

Year  ending-  31st        Nine  months  ending 
March,  1892.  31st  Dec,  1892. 

Number  of  families   82    45 

Number  of  widows   47    30 

Number  of  their  children   76    42 

Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults...     114    59 

children     138    70 

Total   252   129 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 


RECEIPTS. 

Weekly  Collections  $  67  56 

Box  Collections   42  07 

Subscriptions   110  55 

Particular    and  Private 

Donations   12  00 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil    Father  McMahon 

fund   26  00 

Bequest  by  Father  Lau- 
rent   500  00 


Total  $758  18 


Fuel 


EXPENDITURE. 

Deficit  of  the  preceding 

year  $ 

Bread,  2410  lbs  

)  Wood,  39  cords... 
C  Coal,  10£  tons.... 

Clothing  

Belief  in  Flour,  Provi- 
sions, Groceries.  Medi- 
cine, etc  

Belief  in  Cash  

House  Bent  

Patronage  of  Hospitals, 

Prisons,  etc  

Offerings  to  the  Council.. 
"       "  other  charit- 
able or  religious  Institu- 
tions  

Stationery,  Bulletins,  etc 


30  84 
62  91 
221  31 
55  75 
7  45 


12  86 

55  05 
29  50 

21  00 
37  80 


00 
80 


Total  $539  97 


Summary. 

Total  Receipts,  as  above  $    735  18 

Total  Expenses,  as  above   539  77 


Balance  on  hand  $    218  41 


ALEX.  THOMSON, 

Treasurer 


M.  KIELTY, 

P resilient. 


CONFERENCE  OF  ST.  PAUL. 


From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

Aggregated  19th  December,  1853. 
The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  at  2  o'clock,  p.m.,  in  St.  Paul's 
School  House. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


President  James  J.  Mallon, 

309  WTilton  Ave. 

Vice-Presidents  John  Wilson 

and  Charles  Burns. 


Secretary  M.  E.  Hy lies' 

Treasurer  Patrick  Hynes' 


TT  -j,     (  Patrick   Hynes,  John  Conroy,  Thomas 

Hospital  Committee  -  Delaney,  P.  Wren. 
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STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS. 

Number  of  active  members   20 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   5 

Average  attendance   9 

List  of  Members  Admitted. 
William  Byron,     Archibald  McGuigan,    James  Pur  cell. 

List  of  Members  Retired. 
Thomas  Wright,       William  O'Connor,       Thomas  Tolland, 
Charles  Schuck,       T.  K.  Haffey,  Willliam  Tallon, 

P.  Sheedy,  P.  Mulqueen. 

List  of  Members  Deceased. 
John  Herbert. 


Number  of  families. 
Number  of  widows. 


Statement  of  Poor  Relieved. 

Year  ending  31st 
March,  1892. 

  18 

  10 


children. 


18 


Nine  months  ending 
31st  Dec,  1892. 

19 
7 


27 


Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults.. 
"      "       "  "  children. 


23 
47 


19 

32 


Total. 


70 


57 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on    hand  from 

preceding  year   $    1  52 

Weekly  collections   130  82 

Subscriptions   9  50 

Particular    and  private 

donations   30  00 

Sermons   179  89 

Donation  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  Father 

McMahon  bequest:   42  00 

Interest  on  deposits   72 


Total   394  45 


EXPENDITURE. 


Bread,  2703  lbs   64  53 


Relief  in  cash   24  00 

Patronage  of  hospitals, 

prisons,  etc   21  00 

Offerings  to  the  Council  .  19  29 
Stationery,  etc.,  books  for 

schools  

Sundry  expenses,  being 

other  than  relief  to  the 

poor  


3  87 


5  32 


Total  $262  98 


Summary. 

Total  receipts,  as  above  %    394  45 

Total  expenses,  as  above   262  98 


Balance  on  hand  $    131  47 


P.  HYNES, 

Treasurer. 


JAMES  J.  MALLON, 

President. 
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CONFERENCE  OF  ST.  MARY. 


From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

Aggregated  13th  June,  1859. 

The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  at  2.30  o'clock  p.m.,  in  St. 
Mary's  Church. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


President  Martin  J.  Burns, 

649  Queen  st.  W. 
Vice-Presidents.  Charles  Lafran- 
cois  and  P.  Stafford. 


Secretary  William  J.  Louney 

Assist.  Sec'y  John  J.  Murphy. 

Treasurer  Robert  Thompson. 

Ass't.  Treasurer,  Michael  Carten. 


Hospital  Committee   }    ^  t!  Baker,  M."cartem'^ 


STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS. 


Number  of  active  members   45 

Average  attendance   25 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   4 

W.  Clarke,  V.  M.  Risch,  W.  A.  Lee,  L.  J.  Cosgrove. 


List  of  Members  Retired. 

About  26  members,  who  ceased  to  attend  the  meetings  for  a 
considerable  time,  have  been  struck  off  the  list. 


Statement  of  Poor  Relieved. 

Year  ending  31st  Nine  months  ending 

March,  1892.  31st  Dec,  1892. 

Number  of  families   85    20 

Number  of  widows   12    6 

"     "  their  children   20    14 

Number  of  persons,  adults   182    46 

"     "       "       children   275    74 

Total   457  120 
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Bread,  8,116  lbs  $201  25 

/  w°ocl,  39£  cords...  200  91 
uei  \  Coal,  38  tons   221 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 
RECEIPTS.  EXPENDITURE. 

Balance  on  hand  from 

preceding  year   $177  33 

Weekly  collections   101  49 

Box  collections   347  62 

Extraordinary  collections  126  39 

Particular  and  private  do- 
nations  63  00 

Excursions   38  80 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  Father 
McMahon  bequest          i31  00 

Returned  or  refunded  ....    23  15 

Interest  on  deposits   12  18 


Total  $1,020  96 


Belief  in  flour,  provisions, 
groceries,  medicine,  etc  125 

Relief  in  cash   37 

Patronage  of  hospitals, 
prisons,  etc   21 

Funeral  expenses  and 
Masses   13 


23 

17 

75 

00 
40 

Offerings  to  the  Council.    38  53 
"        "  other  chari- 
table or  religious  insti- 
tutions  46  00 

Stationery,  etc   1  00 

Sundry  expenses,  being 
other  than  relief  to  the 
poor   1  09 


Total  $907  33 


Summary, 

Total  receipts,  as  above  $  1,020  96 

Total  expenses,  as  above   903  33 

Balance  on  hand  $  113  63 


R.  THOMPSON, 

Treasurer. 


M.  J.  BURNS, 

President. 


CONFERENCE  OF  ST.  BASIL. 

Aggregated  31st  October,  1859. 

From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 
The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  at  12.30  o'clock,  in  the  Con- 
ference Room,  St.  Basil's  Church. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

President  J.  F.  Kirk 

19  Woodland  ave 
Vice-President,  Michael  Costello 


Secretary  William  Moylan. 

Treasurer  J.  J.  Crottie. 

Librarian  William  O'Connor. 


tt      ■,  ,  n        •  , ,        (    J.  J.  Crottie,  Wm.  O'Connor, 
Hospital  Committee    -  Thomas  Bennett. 

STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 

Number  of  active  members   25 

Average  attendance   10 
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BENEFACTORS  OR  SUBSCRIBERS. 


Rev.  E.  Murray, 
Miss  Smith, 
Mrs.  John  Foy, 
Patrick  Boyle, 


Number  of  families. 
Number  of  widows. 


Mrs.  Frank  Smith, 
Miss  Jennie  Smith, 
George  Kiely, 
John  Scully, 
M.  Perry. 

List  of  Members  Ad mit ted. 

B.  J.  Connolly. 
List  of  Members  Deceased. 

Dr.  D.  A.  O'Sullivan. 
Statement  of  Foot  Relieved. 

Year  endinp  31t- 1 
March,  1892. 

  26 

  7 


Mrs.  John  Smith, 
Miss  Maud  Smith, 
Peter  Ryan, 
C.  C ashman, 


their  children. 


Number  of  persons,  adults.... 

"       "  children. 


19 

45 
81 


Nine  months  ending 
31st  Dec,  1892. 
17 

4 


12 

28 
42 


Total   126  70 

Number  of  scholars  under  patronage 

of  Conference   The  Sunday  school  children. 

Number  of  sick  visited     4 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 
RECEIPTS.  EXPENDITURE. 

Bread,  1,636  lbs  $  47  48 


Balance  on  hand  from 

preceding  year   $  7 

Weekly  collections   87 

Box  collections   405 

Particular  and  private  do- 
nations  52 

Sermons   142 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  Father 

McMahon  bequest..   63 

Interest  on  deposits   6 


Total  1764  55 


Fuel 


i  Wood,  15  cords...  > 


266  80 


i  Coal,  31  tons  i 

Clothing   4  00 

Relief  in  flour,  provisions, 

groceries,  medicine,  etc    49  28 

Relief  in  cash   41  25 

House  rent   59  50 

Furniture   1  00 

Patronage  of  schools   24  00 

"         "  hospitals, 

prisons,  etc   21  00 

Funeral    expenses  and 

Masses   10  50 

Offerings  to  the  Council.. 

"  other  chari- 
table or  religious  insti- 
tutions   

Stationery,  etc.,  bulletins 
Sundry   expenses,  being 
other  than  relief  to  the 
poor   2  00 


37  90 


10  00 
4  10 


Total 


.$578  81 
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Summary. 


Total  receipts  as  above  $  764  55 

Total  expenses  as  above   578  81 

Balance  on  hand  %  185  74 

J.  J.  CROTTIE.  J.  F.  KIRK, 

Treasurer.  President. 


CONFERENCE  OF  ST.  BASIL. 

LIBRARY  REPORT. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  last  report  %  20 

Subscriptions   24  75 

Donations,  etc   12  60 

Total   $37  55 

EXPENSES. 

72  volumes  purchased  %  35  01 

Binding  and  repairs   1  60 

Total   #36  61 

Balance  on  hand   94 

Number  of  volumes  at  last  report   1,083" 

"     "       "       acquired  since   72 

1,155 

Number  of  subscribers  on  list  at  present   37 

Number  of  books  taken  out   1,045 


WM.  O'CONNOR, 

Librarian. 
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CONFEKENCE  OF  ST.  PATKICK. 


Aggregated  29th  February,  1864. 

From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  after  High  Mass  in  the  Vestry 
of  the  Church. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


President  Wm.  Burns, 

209  Simcoe  st. 
Vice-President.. ......J.  J.  Dutton. 


Secretary  Alex  Macdonell. 

Assist.  Secretary... J.  J.  O'Brien. 
Treasurer  M.  Meyer. 


Wardrobe  Committee  M.  Meyer,  L.  Lalonde,  and  Shepperd. 

Librarians  (  Wm*  Ray'  J*  J'  °'Brien'  C<  E-  Stewart,  Jas.  Maun, 
(•  Thos.  Macdonnell. 

Patronage  of  Schools   L.  Lalonde,  Nightingale  and  Stewart. 

Hospital  Committee  L.  Lalonde,  E.  A.  Cullerton,  M.  Meyer. 

STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS. 

Number  of  active  members   44 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   3 

Average  attendance   15 

List  of  Members  Admitted. 

John  Breen,  M.  C.  O'Neil,  C.  E.  Stewart, 

James  O'Neil,  Bene  Cairo,  Albert  Miville, 

James  Maun,  Thomas  McDonnell,  J.  B.  Murphy, 

E.  Heffernan,  Thomas  Carroll,  P.  Lomigan, 

John  Baine. 

List  of  Members  Retired. 

Several  who  have  ceased  to  attend  meetings  for  sometime,  without 
having  intimated  any  reason  therefor,  and  are  presumed  to  have  lef  c 
the  Parish,  or  to  have  retired ;  in  all  about  16. 

Statement  of  Poor  Melieved. 

For  year  ending  31st    For  9  months  ending 
March,  1892.  31st  Dec. ,  1892. 

Number  of  families   56    29 

Number  of  widows   31    26 

"       * '  their  children   36    20 

Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults  ...       83    34 

children..       92    35 

Total   175  69 
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EXPENDITURE. 


Bread,  4,605  lbs  $103  63 

I  Wood,  28  cords . 


Fuel 


252  77 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM   1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 
RECEIPTS. 

Balance   on   hand  from 

preceding  year  $131  97 

Weekly  collections   273  55 

Box  collections   88  69 

Particular  and  private  do- 
nations   11  88 

Excursions   473  01 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, G.  Smith  and  Father 
McMahon  legacy   27  00 

Returned  or  refunded   6  41 

Interest  on  deposits   33  77 

Extraordinary  —  bequest 

of  Father  Laurent          500  00 


Total  1,546  28 


75 

50 
00 


( Coal,  15f  tons. .  J 
Clothing  in  addition  to 
that  by  the  Wardrobe 

Committee   9 

Relief  in  flour,  provisions, 
groceries,  medicine,  etc  44 

Relief  in  cash   121 

House  rent   30  00 

Patronage  of  schools   4  20 

"         "  hospitals, 

prisons,  etc   22  00 

Funeral    expenses  and 

Masses   32  00 

Offerings  to  the  Council..    67  97 
House     of  Providence, 
Sunny  side  Orphanage, 
St.  Nicholas  Home  and 
other  charitable  or  re- 
ligious institutions  ...  . 
Stationery,  etc.,  bulletins 
Sundry   expenses,  being 
other  than  relief  to  the 

poor  

Invested  in  Building  So- 
ciety Stock  for  annuity 
for  Conference   473  87 


35  00 
4  90 


15  44 


Total  $1,217  03 

Nummary. 

Total  receipts,  as  above  $    1,546  28 

Total  expenses,  as  above   1,217  03 


Balance  on  hand  $ 


329  25 


M.  MEYER, 

Treasurer. 


WM.  BURNS, 

President 


CONFERENCE  OF  ST.  PETER. 


From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

Aggregated  23rd  May,  1887. 
The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  after  High  Mass  in  the  Church. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

President  John  Rodgers,  I  Secretary  M.  C.  Lee. 

27  Major  st.    Treasurer  John  Dunbar. 

Vice-President  Max  Ritt. 


31 


STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS. 

Number  of  active  members   11 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   2 

Average  attendance   6 

List  of  Members  Deceased. 

Samuel  Dunbar,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Conference,  who  died  at  the 
advanced  age  of  80,  and  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Society  in  Toronto.  He  was  always  a  painstaking  worker  and 
zealous  for  the  good  of  the  Society  and  the  poor. 

Statement  of  Poor  Relieved. 

For  year  ending  31st    For  9  months  ending 
March,  1892  31st  Dec,  1892. 

Number  of  families   26    13 

Number  of  widows   12    6 

"       "  their  children   48    23 

Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults...       28    19 

"       "       "  "        children.      102    64 

Total   130  83 

Number  of  sick  visited   16    5 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT"  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance   on    hand  from 

preceding  year  $  54  37 

Weekly  collections   24  57 

Box  collections   31  21 

Particular  and  private  do- 
nations  26  00 

Picnic   67  95 

Sermons   25  76 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  Father 
McMahon  legacy   15  00 


EXPENDITURE. 

Bread,  1,530  lbs   $  40  34 

^    ,  I  Wood,  5h  cords   31  00 

*uetCoal,  Uptons   59  13 

Relief  in  flour,  provisions, 

groceries,  medicine,  etc  46  65 

Offerings  to  the  Council...  9  26 

Stationery,  etc   2  00 


Total  $188  38 


Total  $244  86 

Summary. 

Total  receipts,  as  above  $    244  86 

Total  expenses,  as  above   188  38 


Balance  on  hand  $      56  48 

JOHN  DUNBAR,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Treasurer.  President,. 
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CONFERENCE  OF  THE  SACRED  HEART. 


From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

Aggregated  6th  November,  1889. 

The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  after  Mass  in  the  basement  of 

the  Church. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


President .   P.  Jobin. 

Vice-Presidents.  .T.  Trudelle  and 
L.  V.  Dusseau. 


Secretary  J.  B.  Gauthier. 

Treasurer  A.  Gendron. 


Hospital  Committee  T.  Trudelle,  E.  Monette. 

STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS. 

Number  of  active  members   30 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   2 

Average  attendance   10 

List  of  Members  Admitted. 

Joseph  Denis,  F.  X.  Cousineau,  Joseph  Sauriol, 

Isaie  Racicot,  Wm.  St.  Denis. 

List  of  Members  Retired. 

Joseph  Roy,  Joseph  Dion,  Peter  Kelly.  )  ^  ^ 

Louis  Bilardeau,  A.  Charlebois.       j  ^' 

List  of  Members  Deceased. 
A.  Bourdon. 

Statement  of  Poor  Re'ievtd. 

For  vear  endnjr  31st     For  9  months  ending 
March,  1892.  31st  Dec,  1892. 

Number  of  families   3    5 

Number  of  widows   1    2 

"       "  their  children    8    9 

Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults ...         5    6 

"       "       "  "        children.       15    15 

Total   20    21 

Number  of  sick  visited   6   

Number  of  dying  visited    2   
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM   1ST  APRIL 
RECEIPTS. 


Balance  on    hand  from 

preceding  year  $  22 

Weekly  collections   59 

Box  collections   32 

Particular  and  private  do- 
nations   10 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  Father 
McMahon  legacy   20 


00 


Total  $145  13 


1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER. 
EXPENDITURE. 

Bread,  64  lbs  $ 

Fuel  '  ^ooc*'  *  corcl  

i  Coal,  2f  tons  

Clothing  

Belief  in  flour,  provisions, 
groceries,  medicine,  etc 

Belief  in  Cash  

House  rent  

Patronage  of  hospitals, 
prisons,  etc  

Funeral  expenses  and 
Masses  

Offerings  to  the  Council . . 
"  "  other  chari- 
table or  religious  insti- 
tutions   


1892. 

1  72 

6  30 
13  50 

5  00 

6  37 
5  00 
8  50 

15  00 


3* 


Total  $  72  25 

Summary. 

Total  receipts,  as  above  $    145  13 

Total  expenses,  as  above   72  25 


Balance  on  hand  $     72  88 


A.  GENDBON, 

Treasurer. 


P.  .10BIN, 

President. 


CONFEBENCE  OF  OUB  LADY  OF  LOUBDES. 


From  1st  April,  1891,  to  Slst  March,  1892. 

Aggregated  6th  November,  1889. 
The  Conference  meets  every  Sunday  after  High  Mass  in  the  Sacristy 
of  the  Church. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


Ass't.  Secretary,  John  Monaghan 

Treasurer  J.J.  Cosgrove. 

Ass't.  Treasurer...  .J.  M.  French. 


President  Patrick  Hughes, 

Vice-Presidents,  Jas.  A.  Gorman, 
•  Captain  F.  C.  Law. 

Secretary  Charles  T.  Long. 

Chaplain.    Bev.  Father  J.  Walsh. 

Hospital  Committee    j    John  A.  Doucett^  JohnJMcMahon, 

STATEMENT   OF  MEMBERS. 

Number  of  active  members   35 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   3 

Average  attendance   18 


34 


M.  J.  Buckley, 
J.  Dundas, 
J.  C.  Ryan, 
Nestor  Aymong, 
D'Arcy  Hinds, 
Frank  Cardiff, 


List  of  Members  Admitted. 
George  T.  Dixon, 
Andrew  Cottam, 
Frank  Carroll, 
Oliver  Steers, 
F.  P.  Henry, 
Patrick  Ryan, 
R.  A.  Among. 


John  A.  Doucett, 
B.B.  Hughes,  Jun. 
Philip  Conlin, 
Wm.  McCarthy, 
Bruce  Macdonald, 
Charles  Carroll, 


List  of  Members 
P.  Morrisey, 


C.  J.  Murphy. 
Left  the  Parish. 


Retired. 

T. 

J.  A.  Klein .... 

Oliver  Steers  

Frank  Cardiff   " 

R.  A.  Aymong  Removed  to  St.  Patrick's. 

F.  P.  Henry   "       "  St.  Mary  s. 

Frank  Carroll   "       "  Cleveland. 

Nestor  Aymong   "       "  New  York. 

J.  R.  McDermott   "       "  " 

List  of  Mimhers  Deceased. 

James  T.  Lydon. 
Statement  of  Poor  Relieved. 


Families  relieved... 
Number  of  widows 


For  year  ending  31st 
March,  1892. 

13 
2 


their  children 


For  0  months  ending 
31st  Dec  ,  1892. 

5 
2 


6 


Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults... 
"       "       "  "  children 


29 
41 


9 
19 


Total   70 

Number  of  orphans  under  patronage 

of  Conference   6 


28 
9 


-r,  ,  I  Wood,  3^  cords. 
*l     tCoal,  9  tons  


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892, 
RECEIPTS.  EXPENDITURE. 

Balance   on   hand  from 

preceding  year  $  22  01 

Weekly  collections   144  08 

Box  collections   94  35 

Particular  and  private  do- 
nations  45  00 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  bequest 
of  Father  McMahon  ....    28  00 


Total  $333  44 


Clothing  

Relief  in  flour,  provisions, 
groceries,  medicine,  etc 

Relief  in  cash  

Patronage  of  schools  

"         "  hospitals, 

prisons,  etc  

Funeral    expenses  and 

Masses  

Offerings  to  the  Council .. 
Stationery,  etc.,  book  of 
rules  


$19  63 
51  65 
11  70 

40  04 
148  75 
6  15 

22  00 

4  00 
15  53 

1  95 


Total 


$321  40 


85 


Summary. 

Total  receipts,  as  above  %    333  44 

Total  expenses,  as  above..   321  40 


Balance  on  hand  $     12  04 

J.  J.  COSGKOVE,  JAMES  A.  GORMAN, 

Treasurer.  Vice-President. 


CONFERENCE  OF  ST.  HELEN. 


From  1st  April,  1891,  to  31st  December,  1892. 

Aggregated  30th  November,  1891. 

The  Conference   meets  every  Sunday  after  last   Mass  in  the 
Church  Vestry. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 


President... Vincent  Paul  Fayle, 
273  Lansdown  avenue. 
Vice-Presidents  — Thomas  Ryan 
and  Bernard  Mulholland. 


Secretary  William  F.  Pegg. 

Treasurer  John  Woods. 


STATEMENT  OF  MEMBERS. 

Number  of  active  members   20 

Number  of  benefactors  or  subscribers   4 

Average  attendance   9 

List  of  Members  Admitted. 
J.  D.  Macdoneli,  W.  J.  Boland,  Mr.  Walsh,  Joseph  Coady. 

Statement  of  Poor  Believed. 

Number  of  families    32 

Number  of  widows   2 

"       "  their  children   5 

Number  of  persons  relieved,  adults   62 

"       "       "  "        children   119 

Total   181 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FROM  1ST  APRIL,  1891,  TO  31ST  DECEMBER,  1892. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  from 

preceding  year  ...ft  66  96 

Weekly  collections   50  53 

Box  collections   67  64 

Subscriptions   30  00 

Donations   15  00 

Sermons   60  87 

Donations  from  the  Coun- 
cil, portion  of  Father 

McMahon  bequest   23  00 


Total  1314  00 


Fuel 


EXPENDITURE. 

(Wood,  10£  cords.... ft  56  40 

\  Coal,  14|  tons   80  88 

Clothing   7  50 

Belief  in  flour,  provisions, 

groceries,  medicine,  etc    51  27 

Belief  in  cash   5  00 

Funeral     expenses  and 

Masses   12  00 

Offerings  to  the  Council. .      8  50 
"       "  other  chari- 
table or  religious  insti- 
tutions  30  00. 

Sundry  expenses,  being 
other  than  relief  to  the 
poor   8  11 

Total  $259  66 


Summary. 

Total  receipts,  as  above  ft    314  00 

Total  expenses,  as  above   259  66 


Balance  on  hand. 


ft54  34 


JOHN  WOODS, 

Treasurer. 


V.  P.  FAYLE, 

President. 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  HOSPITAL  BOABD. 


Founded  in  July,  1884.  " 

The  Board  meets  on  the  last  Sunday  in  each  month  at  4. 30 
o'clock,  p.m  ,  in  St.  Vincent's  Hall,  Shuter  street. 


officers  : 

President,  Patrick  Hynes,  181  Wilton  Ave. 
Vice-President,  Martin  J.  Burns. 
Secretary,  E.  A.  1  ullerton. 
Treasurer,  Joseph  J  Murphy. 
Librarian,  Joseph  B.  Durand. 
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Cash  Account 
From  1st  April  1891  to  Hist  December,  1892, 

RECEIPTS  EXPENSES. 


B alance  from  last  Report  $  91  54 
Conference  Subscriptions: 

Our  Lady  $21  00 

St  Paul   20  00 

St  Mary   20  00 

St  Basil   21  00 

St  Patrick   21  00 

Sacred  Heart....  15  00 
Our     Lady  of 

Lourdes   21  00 

  139  00 

Donations  and  Bequest  .  105  00 
Hospital  Sunday  Collec- 
tion "   191  06 

Conferences,  for  ( 'hair   5  00 

Interest  on  deposit   5  84 


Prayer  books  $31  18 

Rosaries,  etc    26  50 

Spectacles    3  00 

A  pair  of  crutches   2  25 

Medicine   1  50 

Ladies' Hospital  Society...  61  00 
Magazines  andNewspapers  32  09 

Binding   8  35 

120  Volumes  for  Hospital 

Library   35  04 

24  Volumes  for  Gaol  Lib- 
rary   4  82 

Books  and  Bed— St  Mich- 
ael's Hospital    48  65 

Christmas  distribution  in 

Hospitals   35  00 

Christmas  distribution  in 

House  of  Providence        18  02 

Catholic    Truth  Society 

Publications    11  62 

Book-case    arid    Books — 

Good  Shepherd  Convent  30  76 
St.  Nicholas'  Night-school 

Tuition  and  Books   58  38 

St.  Nicholas,  47  Volumes 

for  Library   19  70 

Iuvalide  chair  for  Sunny- 
side  Orphanage   8  00 

Altar  Furniture,  etc.,  for 

Chaplain  Central  Prison  43  29 
Travelling  and  other  ex- 
Total  receipts   537  44      penses  Mrs-  S.  Children.  30  00 

Expenses   514  55    Sundries   5  40 

Balance  on  hand  ...$  22  89  $514  55 

The  following  articles  were  distributed  in  the  General  Hospital  : 

Prayer-books   115 

Rosaries,  etc   276 

Spectacles   24 

Newspapers  and  Books  were  distributed  every  Sunday  :  Letter- 
paper  and  Envelopes  as  required ;  and  clothing  was  procured  for 
three  patients. 

Distributed  in  Toronto  Gaol : 

Prayer-books    105 

Rosaries,  etc  !....  72 

Spectacles   12 

Subscribers  and  Benefactors  : 
Mrs.  Golding,   A.  Macdonell,    Joseph  Bondidier,    Captain  Law, 
Stephen  Weston  Healy  of  Florence,    Mrs.  McCarthy. 


©bituarp. 


Of  your   Charity  pray  for  the  repose  of  the 
souls  of: 

The  Right  Reverend  T.  O'Mahony,  titular 
Bishop  of  Eudocia  and  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church, 
Toronto,  a  benefactor  of  the  Society. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  C.  McMahon,  of  Toronto,  a 
benefactor  of  the  Society. 

William  John  Macdonell,  one  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Society  in  Toronto,  and  for  39  years 
President  of  the  Particular  Council. 

Dr.  D.  A.  O'Sullivan,  active  member  of  the 
Conference  of  St.  Basil. 

John  Herbert,  active  member  of  the  Confer- 
ence of  St.  Paul. 

Samuel  Dunbar,  Treasurer  of  the  Conference  of 
St.  Peter.  . 

A.  Bourdon,  active  member  of  the  Conference  of 
the  Sacred  Heart. 

James  T.  Lydon,  active  member  of  the  Conference 
of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes. 

Pierre  Rivet,  President  of  the  Particular  Coun- 
cil of  St.  Lewis,  Ottawa,  and  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Conference  of  Our  Lady,  Toronto. 

Requiescant  i?i  face. 
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ENGLISH   SPEAKING  COUNCILS   AND  CONFERENCES 
AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


CANADA . 

Quebec— Superior  Council,  10  Particular  Councils,  8  Patronage 
Works,  and  96  Conferences.  President,  C.  N.  Hamel,  120 
Mountain  Hill.  Particular  Council  with  19  Conferences,  Presi- 
dent— F.  Kirouac.  Particular  Council  of  St.  Patrick,  with  5 
Conferences — President,  Edward  Foley. 

Monteal. — Particular  Council,  with  20  Conferences.  President,  R. 
Bsllemare,  4  4  St.  Paul  street. 

Th  ee  Rivers. — Particular  Council  and  4  Conferences.  President, 
P.  L.  Hubert. 

Levis. — Particular  Council  and  2  Conferences.  President,  C.  Dar- 
veau. 

Toronto. — Particular  Council  and  9  Conferences.    President,  J.  J. 

Murphy,  121  Yorkville  avenue. 
Ottawa. — Two  Particular  Councils  and  9  Conferences.    President  of 

Particular  Council  of  Ottawa,  John  Gorman;  President  of  Par- 
ticular Council  of  St.  Louis,  J.  P.  M.  Lecourt. 
London. — Particular  Council  and  2  Conferences.    President,  J.  M. 

Keary,  City  Hall. 
Hamilton. — Particular  Council  and  2  Conferences.     President,  H. 

Arland,  26  King  street  East. 
Halifax. — Particular  Council  and  3  Conferences.    President,  Lieut. 

Governor  M.  B.  Daly,  Government  House. 
Almonte. — Conference  of  St.  Mary.    President,  John  O'Reilly. 
Brant  ord. — Conference  of  Our  Lady.    President,  Wm.  Cutmore. 
(Jollingwood. — Conference  of  St.  Mary.    President,  J.  J.  Long. 
Gu  lpn. — Conference  of  Our  Lady.    President,  E.  McElderry. 
L;ndsay. — Conference  of  Our  Lady.    President,  P.  J.  Hurley. 
Newmarket. — Conference  of  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes.  President,  (vacant) . 
Orillia. — Conference  of  Guardian  Angels.    President,  Wm.  Thomson. 
Pembroke — Conference  of  St.  Patrick.    President,  Michael  Howe. 
Peterborough. — Conference  of  St.  Peter.    President,  A.  Vinette. 
Strat  ord.^ ^Conference  of  St  Joseph.    President,  D.  J.  O'Connor. 
Charlottetoivn,  Prince  Edward  Island — President,  John  Caven. 
Summer  side,  P.  E.  I. — President,  John  B.  Strong. 
Winnipeg. — Conference  of  St.  Mary.    President,  J.  J.  Golden. 

"        — Conference  of  St.  Boniface.    President,  Hon    M.  A. 

Girard. 

Barrie. — Conference  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Sacred  Heart  (not  aggre- 
gated).   President,  John  Devine. 
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UNITED  STATES. 

New  York.—  Provincial  Council,  with  20  Particular  Councils  and 
324  Conferences;  New  York  City  Particular  Council,  with  51 
Conferences.  President,  J.  Fitzpatrick,  28  and  30  N.  Moore 
street. 

Albany.  —Seven  Conferences,  Nicholas  Hussey,  340  Madison  Ave. 
Brooklyn. — Twenty-seven  Conferences,  T.  W.  Hynes,  601  Broad- 
way, New  York. 

Washington.  -  Twenty-one    Conferences,    President,    Thos.  E. 

Waggaman,  917  F  street,  N.W. 
Philadelphia.  -Thirty-nine  Conferences,  President,  J.  B.  Colahan. 

8.  E.  cor.  40th  and  Spruce  streets. 
Pittsburg.— Eight  Conferences,  Thos.  Kelly,  148  41st  street. 
Louisville. — Nine  Conferences,  James  Campbell,  1523  W.  Jefferson 

street . 

Dubuque. — Two  Conferences,  John  Keenan,  83  Summit  street. 
St.  Paul. — Seventeen  Conferences,  M.  J.  O'Connor,  75,  Inglehart 
street. 

Baltimoie. — Eighteen  Conferences,  F.  W.  Dammann,  731  Lanvale 

street,  W. 

Boston. — Thirty -three  Conferences,  Thomas  F.  Ring,  146  Franklin 

street. 

Newark. — Five  Conferences,  John  R.  Richmond,  M.D.,  41  Clinton 

street. 

T  ay. — Eleven  Conferences,  Edward  Kelley,  143  Third  street. 
Chicago. — Twenty -two  Conferences,  R.  C.Gannon,  52  Throop street. 
Syiacuse.—Fo\\Y  Conferences,  John  McGuire,   310  East  Willow 

street . 

Providence. — Twelve   Conferences,  John  W.   Keiley,  45  Cypress 

street. 

Jersey  City. — Eight  Conferences,  John  Guilfoyle,  35  Gardner  street. 
New  Haven.— Five  Conferences,  Hon.  W.  C.  Robinson,  137  Edward 

street. 

( 'ohoes. — Four  Conferences,  James  O'Hare,  81  Congress  street. 
New    Orleans. — Eighteen    Conferences,    Dr.    E.    Doumeing,  115 
Duinaine  street. 

St.  Louis. — Thirty-one  Conferences,  President,  Louis  Fusz,  1408 

E  .  Grand  Ave.  N. 
Trenton.  -Three    Conferences,    President,    Robert    Wilson,  177 

Broad  street, 

San  Francisco. — Thirteen  Conferences,  President,  Hon.  John  M. 
Burnett. 

ENGLAND. 

London  Provincial  Council  I  President,  George  Blount ;  residence, 
London  "         |" 28  Old  Burlington  street,  London  W. 

Secretary;  B.  F.  C.  Costelloe,  33,  Chancery  Lane,  London. 

W.  C. 

Bath  Council. — President,  A.  J.  King,  13  Queen  square. 
Birmingham. — President,  J.  B.  Hardman,  St.  John's,  Hunter's  road. 

T.  Hopwood,  143  Heathfield  road,  Handsworth. 
Bristol. — W.  Green,  Hampden  Villa,  12  Gotham  road. 
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Lioerpool. — P.  E.  I.  Hemelyrk — Knowesly  bldgs.,  Tithebarn  street. 
Manchester . — E    Caulfield,  13  St   Luke's  Terrace,  Cheetham  Hill 
road. 

Banbury    District    Council — Rev     C.    J.    Bowen,    St.  John's, 

Banbury. 
Preston. — T.  Hayes,  Eastcliffe. 
Sheffield. — J.  Bower  Brown,  Brookhill. 

Tyne  DistricD. — John  O'Connor,  35  Caroline  street,  Jarrow-on- 
Tyne. 

Plymouth, — H.  S.  Wilcocks,  32  Wyndham  square. 
Torquay.  —  L.  B.  Bowring,  C.S.I.,  Lavrockbere,  St.  Luke's  road, 
South. 

St.  Heii  r,  Jersey.— J.  M.  Laming,  2  St.  Mark's  Villas,  St.  Mark's 
road. 

Ovford. — Hon.  B.  J.  Stapleton,  40  Aston  street. 
teaming ton. — A.  Newdigate,  27  Clarendon  square. 

The  number  of  Conferences  isolated  or  connected  with  Councils 
is  about  128. 

IRELAND. 

Superior  Council  of  Ireland )  Judge  G.  Waters,  50  Upper  Sackville 
Particular     "  Dublin)'  street. 

Be'jast  Particular  Council. — Wm,  Downey,  112  Hughes'  Buildings. 
Cork  Particular  Council. — T.  Mahoney,  J.  P.,  Drumconra,  Black- 
rock. 

Londonderry  Particular  Council. — Charles  O  Xcill,  J.   P.,  Great 
James  street. 

L'.merich  Particular  Council. — Wm.  Spillane,  67  George  street. 
Clonmel  Particular  Council. — A.  St.  George,  Jervis  place. 

The  number  of  Conferences  isolated  or  connected  with  Councils 
is  about  144. 

SCOTLAND. 

Ednburgh  with   19   Conferences.— President,   W.    Campbell,  4 

Gloucester  place,  Skerrington,  Edinburgh. 
Glasg  w,  with   36   Conferences. — President,  Francis   Henry,  10 

Monteith  row. 

Dundee,  with  3  Conferences. —President,  T.  Leo  Fay,  11  Reform 
street . 

The  number  of  Conferences  isolated  or  connected  with  Councils 
is  about  36. 

INDIA. 

Calcutta. — Council,  Rev.  Fr.  Marchal,  S  J.,  66  Bow  Bazaar  street. 
Bombay. — Twenty  four  Conferences.    President,  T.  A.  Walsh,  Fort 
Convent  School. 

AUSTRALIA. 

Sydney. — Sixteen  Conferences.    Charles  O'Neil,  M.I.C.E.,  200  Cum- 
berland street. 
Adda'de. — President,  D.  J.  O'Connell,  Angas  street. 
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NEW  ZEALAND. 

Auckland. — H.  Simpson,  Church  street,  Ponsonby. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

CapeTown. — President,  J.  M.  Crosby,  Chief  Resident  Magistrate,. 

Kloof  street. 
Grahamstown. — Hon.  A.  Wilmot,  M.C.L. 
Port  Elizabeth  — Rev  Father  Hanton. 

Port  Louis  (Mauritius). — Four  Conferences.   M.  V.  DeRobillard,  St. 
George  street. 

EGYPT. 

Ca'ro  — President,  M.  G  Privat.    Conferences  also  at  Alexandria 
and  Tunis. 

FRANCE. 

Paris  — English  Conference,  Henry  Blount,  50  Avenue  Hoche. 

BELGIUM. 

Bruges  — M.  de  Laage  de  Bellefaye,  St.  Andre-les  Bruges. 

Brussus—  M.  Halflants,  Tirlemont 

Xiueport. — M.  Franz,  de  Rudder 

Blan  ,en',urg  — M.  Alphonse  Breydel. 

Heyst  — M.  Leopold  Desutter 

Ostende  — M.  Van  Caillie 

Ghent  — M.  A.  Verhaegen 

Antwerp  — Louis  Pharazyn. 

ITALY. 

Florence. — S.  W.  Healy,  6  Piazza  d'Azeglio. 
Rome. — Monsignor  Puyol,  Palazzo  di  S.  Liugi. 

CHINA. 

Shanghai. — H.  Jorge,  27  Whangpoo  road. 

Hong  K ,ng. — Two  Conferences,  M.  Albino  da' Silveira. 

AUSTRIA. 

Vienna  — Francis  Jop.  Wein  VII.,  Hof stall  Strasse  5. 

Besides  those  above  named  there  are  numerous  native  Councils 
and  Conferences  of  various  nationalities  in  almost  every  part  of  the 
world,  in  all  about  4,800,  and  the  number  of  active  members  is 
estimated  at  85,000.  The  central  point  for  all  is  the  Council  General, 
6  Rue  de  Furstenburg,  Paris,  Mons.  Antoine  Pages,  President- 
General. 
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THE  LATE  CHEVALIER  W.  J.  MAC  DON  ELL, 
President  of  the  Particular  Council  of  Toronto. 


It  has  been  remarked  by  an  English  writer,  ".that  there 
are  some  lives  which  serve  to  mark  an  epoch  —  lives  which,  by 
virtue  of  their  striking  power  or  unique  position,  or  both,  stand 
apart  by  themselves,  and  form  landmarks  in  the  history  of  their 
time."  Of  such  was  the  life  of  thesubjec  - of  this  sketch.  Although 
but  a  simple  layman,  of  a  modest,  retiring  disposition,  and  averse 
to  positions  of  prominence,  yet  he  was  more  or  less  identified  with 
every  general  movemenG  for  the  promotion  of  Catholic  interests  in 
this  Province  for  well  nigh  sixty  years.  He  was  a  link  between  the 
past  and  the  present,  for  his  career  extends  back  to  the  days  of  the 
pioneer  Bishop  of  Upper  Canada —Bishop  Macdonell  -  his  kinsman, 
whose  friendship  and  confidence  he  enjoyed  ;  and  during  all  the 
years  down  to  the  lasr,  lie  watched  with  in  erest  and  active 
sympathy  the  steady  growth  and  progress  of  the  Church,  promoted 
by  the  Bishop's  wor  hy  successors,  who  recognised  his  merits  and 
honored  him  with  their  respect  and  esteem. 

It  is  not  intended  1,0  a- tempt  anything  in  the  way  of  a  biography, 
for,  however  interes  ing  and  edifying  such  a  production  might  be, 
it  is  entirely  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  writer.  The  following 
notes,  gathered  partly  from  himself,  and  partly  from  the  reports 
and  correspondence  of  the  Society  with  which  he  was  identified  for 
so  long  a  time,  are  collected  simply  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  a 
record  of  the  chief  points  in  his  long  and  useful  career,  for  the 
members  of  that  Society,  who  looked  up  to  him  with  so  much 
affectionate  respect. 

Mr.  Macdonell  came  of  a  Scotch  family  who  were  no  ed  in 
their  native  country,  for  the  steadfastness  with  which  they  clung  to 
the  Catholic  faith.  "The  Macdonells  of  Glengarry  never,  that  I 
know,  reformed"  remarks  a  local  Protestant  historian  ;  "  they  have 
their  sons  educated  in  the  Sco'ch  colleges  abroad,  espeeiallv  at 
Douay,  and  they  return  home  either  avowed  or  concealed  Papists." 

His  grandfather,  Colonel  John  Macdonell  of  Scot  house,  Glengarry, 
was  educated  in  Rome,  and  spent  some  years  in  the  Spanish  service. 
In  1773  he  emigrated  to  America  with  a  pany  of  Highlanders,  at 
the  invitation  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  of  whom  he  was  a  great 
friend,  and  he  settled  a~  Caughnawaga,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
A  son  was  born  here  in  1775  ;  and,  in  appreciation  of  Sir  William, 
he  was  called  William  Johnson  Macdonell.  This  son  was  Mr.  Mac- 
donell's  father.  The  family  removed  to  Canada,  with  other  Loyal- 
ists, soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  received 
large  grants  of  land.  Colonel  John  settled  at  St.  Andrew's,  near 
Cornwall,  where  he  died  in  1810,  and  his  sons,  John  and  Miles,  figure 
very  prominently  in  the  early  annals  of  Upper  Canada.  They  after- 
wards went  out  to  the  North-West,  where  they  had  very  eventful 
careers  in  connection  with  Lord  Selkirk's  settlement  on  the  Red 
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Kiver,  and  the  establishment  of  the  North-West  Company  ;  and 
Miles  was  the  first  Governor  of  Lord  Selkirk's  Colony.  John  and 
Miles,  as  well  as  the  younger  brother,  William  Johnson,  are  said  to 
have  been  fine  specimens  of  manhood  — large,  powerful  men,  and 
considerably  over  six  feet  in  height. 

William  Johnson  Macdonell  went  to  Boston  in  1794  and  settled 
there.  He  married  Lucy  Waters,  daughter  of  Colonel  Josiah 
Waters,  a  well-known  and  much-respected  citizen  in  anti-revolu- 
tionary times.  They  had  a  large  family,  three  of  whom  reached 
mature  years,  and  one  of  these  was  William  John,  who  was  born  on 
the  14th  November,  1814.  The  father  was  known  as  a  good,  upright 
and  amiable  man  ;  he  was  highly  esteemed  in  the  community,  and 
enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Bishop,  afterwards  Cardinal,  Cheverus, 
and  Father  Matignon,  whose  memories  were  cherished  with  the 
deepest  reverence  by  his  son. 

William  John  received  his  preliminary  education  in  Boston  High 
School,  where  he  had  for  school-mate  and  intimate  friend  the  late 
Bishop  Fitz patrick  of  Boston,  who  was  his  senior  by  two  years. 
This  intimacy,  united  with  his  own  strong,  natural  religious  feeling, 
gave  him  a  desire  to  follow  his  friend's  footsteps  and  enter  the  priest- 
hood. With  this  view  lie  went  to  Montreal  when  in  his  sixteenth 
year  and  entered  the  little  Seminary  of  the  Sulpicians.  During  the 
year  he  remained  at  the  College  he  had  for  fellow -students  several 
who  afterwards  attained  high  positions  in  Church  and  State, 
amongst  whom  maybe  named  Sir  George  Cartier,  and  Bishops  Fitz- 
patrick  and  Williams  of  Boston,  Bacon  of  Portland,  and  Pinson- 
neault,  first  Bishop  of  London. 

At  the  end  of  his  scholastic  year  he  was  compelled,  on  account 
of  family  circumstances,  to  adopt  a  career  at  once,  and  one  which 
was  entirely  different  from  that  which  he  had  intended.  This  disap- 
pointment he  felt  keenly  the  whole  of  his  life.  In  July,  1831,  he 
entered  a  forwarding  house  in  Montreal  as  clerk,  and  remained  until 
December,  when  he  removed  to  Brockville  and  took  a  position  with 
the  firm  of  H.  &  J.  Jones,  Forwarding  and  Commission  Merchants. 
Here  the  following  seven  years  of  his  life  were  spent — from  17  to  24 
— and  although  we  have  little  information  relative  to  it,  that  little  is 
sufficient  to  indicate  its  tenor.  It  was  marked  by  that  piety  and 
sedateness  which  always  characterized  him.  In  an  account  of 
expenses  which  he  kept  at  that  time,  we  find  that  the  most  fre- 
quent items  were  books  —principally  works  on  Catholic  doctrine  and 
devotion — and  it  was  here,  no  doubt,  that  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
that  library  of  rare  and  choice  Catholic  literature  in  which  he  took 
so  much  pride,  and  commenced  to  store  his  mind  with  that  varied 
learning  for  which  he  was  noted. 

That  he  took  a  deep  interest  in  everything  connected  with  his 
faith  and  God's  worship  is  also  in  evidence  ;  for  we  find,  amongst 
others,  an  item  of  more  than  seven  pounds  spent  at  one  time  in  im- 
provements on  the  Parish  Church,  which  must  have  been  a  consider- 
able sacrifice  for  a  young  man  in  his  position.  This  interest  is  also 
alluded  to  in  the  following  letter  which  he  received  from  Bishop 
Macdonell : 
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Kingston,  5th  March,  1839. 

My  Dear  William  : 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  the  Rev.  Philip  O'Reilly,  who  is 
appointed  your  parish  priest  until  you  shall  have  made  up  your  mind 
to  become  priest  yourself.  By  that  time,  if  Mr.  O'Reilly  does  not 
give  full  and  ample  satisfaction,  you  may  have  a  chance;  and  in  the 
meantime,  I  hope  that  you  will  give  every  assistance  to  Mr.  O'Reilly, 
as  he  is  very  lately  ordained  and  has  little  or  no  experience,  or  any 
acquaintance  whatever  with  his  parishioners.  Your  knowledge  of 
the  characters  he  has  to  deal  with  may  be  of  great  use  to  him,  as  well 
as  your  assistance  in  arranging  the  necessaries  about  the  church  and. 
altar.  If  your  time  permit  you  accompanying  him  to  Kitley  it  would 
be  of  great  service  to  him.  I  dare  say  James  Macdonell  and  his  wife 
would  come  from  Bastard  to  meet  you  at  Kitley,  if  they  were  made 
acquainted  when  you  are  there. 

Compliments  to  both  your  sisters  and  their  husbands,  and  believe 
me,  my  dear  William,  to  be  Yours  affectionately, 

I  Alex.  Macdonell. 

It  was  during  his  residence  in  Brock ville  that  Mr.  Macdonell  first 
met  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Bishop,  and  this  acquaint- 
ance developed  into  a  close  intimacy  after  he  removed  to  Kingston 
in  1838  to  take  charge  of  the  business  of  H.  &  S.  Jones.  He  saw  a 
great  deal  of  the  Bishop  during  the  interval  that  elapsed  between 
then  and  the  departure  of  the  latter  for  Europe  in  the  interest  of  his 
diocese,  which  took  place  during  the  summer  of  1839,  and  the  result 
of  this  intimacy  was  that  Mr.  Macdonell's  early  cherished  hopes  of 
serving  God  in  the  priesthood  were  revived.  It  was  understood  that 
when  the  Bishop  returned  to  Canada  he  was  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  realization  of  these  hopes,  and  the  reference  made  in  the 
letter  just  quoted  had  therefore  a  deeper  meaning  than  would  appear 
at  first  sight.  But  God  had  other  ends  in  view  tor  him — he  never 
saw  the  Bishop  again  in  life,  for  the  latter  died  in  Scotland  on  the 
4th  January,  1840. 

Mr.  Macdonell  remained  in  Kingston  for  ten  years ;  and,  as  in 
Brockville,  he  was  conspicuous  for  the  same  active  interest  in  all 
questions  connected  wirh  the  advancement  of  religion  and  his 
fellow-Catholics.  He  was  churchwarden  of-  St.  Mary's  Cathedral 
for  several  years,  and  assisred  in  the  propagation  of  different  pious 
societies  and  confraternities  instituted  by  Bishop  Macdonell's 
successor. 

In  1848  he  removed  to  Toronto,  and  was  for  some  t  ime  engaged 
in  his  original  business  of  forwarding.  He  afterwards  took  charge 
of  theToronto  Savings  Bank  and  was  Manager  for  several  years,  and 
was  also  connected,  as  director,  &c,  with  other  monetary  and  loan 
institutions.  But  it  is  his  connection  with  the  Society  of  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul  which  interests  us  most,  and  we  will  allow  himself 
to  tell  how  it  began.  In  a  report  read  at  a  general  meeting  some 
years  ago,  he  relates  the  circumstances  of  the  t introduction  of  the 
Society  into  Toronto  and  his  first  acquaintaince  with  it,  as  folloAvs  : 

"  During  the  sojourn  here  of  the  General  Government  in  the  year 
1850,  I  was  accosted  one  day  by  a  gentleman  of  benevolent  aspect, 
who  asked  me  to  call  a  .  his  lodgings  upon  particular  business. 
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Anticipating  nothing  of  importance,  and  not  knowing  that  my 
friendly  interlocutor  had  been  commissioned  by  his  c  nf t  eres  of 
Quebec  to  establish  in  Toronto  a  branch  of  a  Society  of  which,  up 
to  that  time,  I  had  never  heard,  I  attended.  I  Jistened  to  his 
persuasive  arguments  ;  unlike  Caesar,  I  went,  I  heard,  and  I  was  con- 
quered." 

The  result  of  this  little  meeting,  held  on  the  10th  of  November, 
1850,  was  that  the  genrlemen  who  were  present — George  M.  Muir, 
Thomas  Hayes,  Charles  Robertson,  Denis  K.  Feehan,  Samuel 
G.  Lynn,  John  Elmsley,  and  William  J.  Macdonell — decided  to 
•form  a  conference  of  charity  to  be  called  "  The  Conference 
of  Our  Lady  of  Toronto."  Mr. -Muir,  the  benevolent  looking 
gentleman  referred  to,  was  appointed  President,  and  Mr.  Macdonell 
Secretary  of  the  new  conference.  "  Thus  "  proceeds  the  report,  "  was 
founded  the  conference  of  '  Our  Lady  of  Toronto,'  which  was  aggre- 
gated to  the  Society  on  the  6th  of  January,  1851.  The  original 
members  were,  it  will  be  seen,  seven  in;  number,  which  gave  occa- 
sion to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tellier,  a  Jesuit  Father  then  residing  here, 
jokingly  to  liken  them  to  the  seven  deadly  sins." 

Of  these  seven  members,  all  have  crossed  the  "bourne  whence 
no  traveller  returns."    Mr.  Macdonell  was  the  last  survivor. 

In  September,  1851,  the  seat  of  Government  was  removed  to 
Quebec,  and  Mr.  Muir  resigned  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Macdonell  was 
elected  in  his  place,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  that  thence- 
forward all  his  talents  and  energies  were  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  his  favourite  Society.  He  was  not  only  the  guiding 
spirit  of  the  Conference,  but  he  at  once  set  to  work  devising 
means  for  extending  the  Society  to  the  other  parishes  of  the 
city,  as  well  as  throughout  the  Province.  Circumstances,  however, 
prevented  his  realising  his  wishes  in  these  directions  for  some 
time.     In  his  first  annual  report,  1852,  he  writes  to  Mr.  Muir  : 

"As  many  of  our  poor  live  at  the  Western  end,  I  have  long 
been  wishing  to  establish  a  Conference  to  assume  all  duties 
West  of  Yonge  Street,  and  now  think  of  taking  immediate 
steps  for  that  purpose.  During  the  ensuing  Autumn,  it  is 
expected  that  a  church  will  be  erected  in  that  section,  under 
the  invocation  of  St.  Patrick.  The  new  Conference  can  there- 
fore bear  that  name.  That  part  of  the  city  East  of  Nelson 
street  might  form  the  Conference  of  St.  Paul.  Our  Conference 
would  then  retain  the  centre  portion  of  the  city,  including 
the  whole  of  March  or  Stanley  Street,  which  is  a  "  host  in  itself." 
I  am  also  desirous  of  establishing  the  Society  in  the  large  towns 
in  this  section  of  the  Province,  but  fear  there  is  little  chance 
of  doing  anything  in  that  way  at  present.  Speaking  upon  the 
subject  not  long  since  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon  of  Hamilton,  he 
replied  that,  however  desirable  such  an  institution  might  be,  it 
could  not  just  now  be  successfully  introduced  among  his  people." 

On  the  subject  of  the  special  works  of  the  Conference 
of  Our  Lady,  he  says:  "At  the  special  request  of  the  Bishop, 
the  Conference  has  assumed  the  collection  of  funds,  for  the 
Ass  elation  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith.  These  collections  do 
not  at  all  interfere  with  our  proper  duties.  The  members  of  the 
Conference  Board  occupy  the  same  relative  positions  with  regard  to 
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the  Association,  the  same  persons  being  President,  Secretary,  &c., 
and  designated  the  "  Committee."  Our  other  confreres  are  collectors 
of  hundreds.  At  the  expiration  of  every  three  months  after  Confer- 
ence business  is  closed,  the  collectors  hand  over  their  receipts  to 
the  Committee.  The  Association  funds  collected  here  and  throughout 
the  diocese  now  amounts  to  about  seventy  pounds.  Our  Library 
collection,  discontinued  during  the  winter  months,  is  resumed  ?  and 
taken  up  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  after  the  ordi  nary 
collection.  The  fund  accumulates  regularly  but  slowly,  and  now 
amounts  to  two  pounds." 

In  January,  1853,  a  second  Conference  (St.  Paul's)  was  organized, 
and  this  event,  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  rules,  g  avj 
occasion  for  the  formation  of  a  Particular  Council,  to  unite  the  C  ou 
ferences  and  provide  for  further  extension.  The  election  for  th  e 
first  President  of  the  Council  was  held  on  the  26th  February,  1854  u 
and  Mr.  Macdonell  was  chosen.  This  position  he  retained  until  his 
death — a  period  of  over  39  years.  He  continued  to  act  as  President 
of  the  Conference  of  Our  Lady  until  June,  1S54,  when  he  resigned 
in  order  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  the  work  of  the  Council. 

During  this  year  he  compiled  and  published  a  Church  Calendar 
for  the  Diocese,  expecting  thereby  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  Con- 
ference ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  financial  success.  In 
February,  1855,  he  writes  :  "The  Calendar  for  1854  entailed  a  loss 
of  ten  shillings  to  Our  Lady's  Conference.  As  I  could  not  in  con- 
science ask  them  to  make  another  attempt,  I  published  those  for 
1855  on  my  own  responsibility,  and  would  inevitably  have  met  the 
same  fate  had  not  the  Bishop  come  to  my  assistance  and  relieved 
me  of  all  unsold  copies,  which  he  distributed  to  his  friends  as  New 
Year's  presents.  He  promises  to  do  the  same  on  all  future  similar 
occasions.  The  Calendars  will  thus  become  known  among  the 
people,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  be  better  appreciated." 

At  all  times  the  grand  ritual  and  ceremonies  of  the  Church  had 
a  great  attraction  for  him.  In  these  early  days  he  had  made  them 
his  particular  study,  and  had  acquired  a  knowledge  of  her  beautiful 
services  which  was  extraordinary  in  a  layman.  In  appreciation  of 
this  talent  Bishop  de  Charbonnel  induced  him  to  accept  the  position  of 
Director  of  the  Choir  or  Sanctuary  in  St.  Michael's  Cathedral,  and 
for  over  seven  years  he  conducted  all  the  ordinations  and  other  im- 
portant functions  for  the  Bishop. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Macdonell' s  position  as  head  of  the  Society 
was  no  easy  one,  and  it  required  all  the  industry  and  perseverance 
for  which  he  was  noted  to  keep  it  from  collapsing.  In  November, 
1855,  he  writes  to  Quebec,  regretting  that  he  cannot  send  the  usual 
annual  reports,  and  explains  that  :  "  The  root  of  the  evil  lies  in  the 
Conferences,  and  the  great  difficulty,  if  not  absolute  impossibility, 
of  finding  men  who  will  discharge  properly  i  he  duties  of  Secretary. 
It  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  I  can  act  as  Secretary  to  a  Confer- 
ence or  two,  ditto  to  the  Council,  and  be  President  of  all  into  the 
bargain  ;  but  unless  I  can  devise  some  way  of  multiplying  myself, 
there  appears  no  probability  that  matters  will  mend." 

He  was  not,  however,  without  comfort  in  all  these  trials,  for  he 
was  assisted  and  encouraged  by  the  head  of  the  Diocese.  Bishop 
de  Charbonnel  showed  him  personally  many  marks  of  esteem  and 
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friendship,  and  from  the  beginning  took  the  warmest  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  Society.  Not  only  did  he  give  material  assistance  on 
many  occasionsi  n  order  to  enable  the  Conference  to  tide  over  diffi- 
culties, but  he  encouraged  the  members  in  their  work  by  visiting 
the  meetings  and  advising  with  them  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
carrying  it  on.  Mr.  Macdonell  received  the  following  letter  from 
the  Bishop  in  1856  when  he  was  on  his  way  to  Rome.  It  was 
accompanied  by  a  liberal  donation  to  the  funds  : 

Montreal,  17th  July,  1856. 

My  Dear  President  : 

I  make  haste  to  be  in  Toronto  at  your  next  general  meeting,  at 
least  with  a  token  of  my  affection  towards  your  Conferences,  and  of 
my  devotion  to  their  holy  patron,  St.  Vincent  de  Paul.  On  the  day 
of  his  Festival,  day  of  my  departure  for  England,  with  all  my  heart  I 
will  recommend  to  that  great  apostle  of  charity  his  three  Conferences 
of  Toronto,  their  Presidents  and  members,  celebrating  Mass  in  Que- 
bec at  the  altar  of  Our  Lady  of  Victories. 

I  recommend  to  your  prayers,  dear  President, 

Your  unworthy  but  devoted  father  in  Christ, 

7  Armd.  Fr.  M.,  Bishop  of  Toronto. 

Bishop  de  Charbonnel  did  not  cease  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  Society  when  he  left  Toronto.  He  was  always  pleased  to 
receive  the  annual  reports,  and  one  of  the  last  letters  received  from 
him  by  Mr.  Macdonell  was  an  acknowledgment  of  a  copy  of  the 
report.    It  is  dated  on  the  20th  of  October,  1887,  at  Crest,  (France) : 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  should  have  thanked  you  before  this  for  your  very  interesting 
report  on  the  Conferences  of  St  Vincent  de  Paul  of  Toronto.  What 
a  very  edifying  progress  is  yours  !  The  French  Canadian  Confer- 
ence, under  the  name  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  gave  me  particular 
pleasure  I  have  no  doubt  that  your  Scotch  tenacity  counts  for 
much  of  the  perseverance  and  development  of  your  Conferences. 

I  need  not  tell  you  all  the  pleasure  I  felt  in  seeing  Father  Vincent, 
and  chatting  with  him  about  Toronto  ;  of  all  the  good  that  had 
been  done,  and  in  particular  of  you,  dear  old  friend,  so  devoted  to 
good  works. 

I  congratulate  you,  as  I  have  dear  Father  Vincent,  for  the  bonds 
that  unite  you  :  you  love  St  Basil's  as  St  Basil's  loves  you.  We 
have  spoken  of  your  daily  suffering  ;  this  is  one  of  the  best 
evidences  of  predestination.  I  have  known  you  too  well  to  have  anv 
occasion  of  recommending  patience,  but  I  thank  God  with  you  for 
what  He  has  given  to  augment  your  merits,  and  make  you  more  like 
Jesus,  Mary,  and  all  the  Saints  here  below  and  in  heaven 

I  have  to  thank  you  also  for  your  photograph.  I  did  not  need  it 
to  keep  you  in  my  memory,  but  it  will  help  to  remind  me  of  you 
more  vividly  and  frequently. 

Accept,  then,  the  assurance  of  my  continued  affection  in  remem- 
brance of  the  days  of  old  in  Toronto. 

Your  brother  and  friend, 

Arch,  de  Charbonnel,  Cap. 

About  the  same  time  Mr.  Macdonell  received  a  letter  from 
another  old  friend,  who  was  then  on  a  visit  to  France — the  late 
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Kev.  Father  Vincent .  of  St.  Michael's  College.  The  following 
extract  gives  an  account  of  the  interview  with  Bishop  de  Charbonnel, 
which  is  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  : 

My  Dear  Old  Friend: 

I  must  also  let  you  know  how  Bishop  de  Charbonnel  received 
your  photo.  1  gave  it  to  him  during  dinner.  He  took  it,  pressed  it 
to  his  heart,  and  kissed  it  repeatedly  before  me  and  Father  Hours. 
His  eyes  were  not  dry  either,  and  mine  were  in  the  same  state.  So 
you  see  you  are  not  forgotten  and  unloved. 

He  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  you  spent  your  Sundays  with  us, 
and  recommended  me  to  be  exceedingly  kind  to  you.  I  said  my  mea 
culpa  for  the  past,  and  I  will  try,  dear  old  friend,  to  be  more  kind  to 
you  in  future. 

I  am  returned  from  Lourdes,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  Toronto  by 
Christmas;  so  you  must  reserve  yourself  for  the  College  that  day,  and 
eat  the  traditional  turkey  with  me. 

With  Mr.  Muir — the  President  of  the  Superior  Council  of  Que- 
bec, who  founded  our  first  Conference,  and  who  laboured  so  dili- 
gently by  word  and  work  for  the  welfare  of  the  Society  in  every 
part  of  the  Dominion — Mr.  Macdonell  was  united  by  the  closest  ties 
of  friendship.  He  kept  up  a  regular  correspondence  with  him,  and 
consulted  him  upon  every  matter  of  importance  which  arose  in  con- 
nection with  his  management  of  the  Society's  business  in  Toronto. 
Mr.  Muir's  letters  have  been  preserved,  and  are  a  valuable  mine  of 
information  and  instruction.  As  far  back  as  1867  Mr.  Muir  urged 
upon  him  the  advisability  of  instituting  a  Superior  or  Central 
Council  for  the  Province  of  Ontario,  and  several  times  since  then 
the  proposal  has  been  renewed  by  the  late  as  well  as  the  present 
President  General ;  but  while  admitting  its  usefulness,  and  prepared 
and  eager  to  do  anything  which  he  could  personally  to  carry  out  the 
work  such  a  body  would  undertake,  Mr.  Macdonell  always  hesitated 
about  taking  action,  as  he  felt  that  there  was  not  material  available 
in  Toronto  for  maintaining  it.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  lost  no 
opportunity  of  propagating  the  Society  outside  the  city  ;  and  he 
assisted,  either  personally  or  by  letter,  in  the  organization  of  every 
Conference  of  the  Society  which  exists  in  Ontario.  Shortly  after  the 
Conference  of  Our  Lady  was  founded  he  published  an  English  edition 
of  the  Rules  of  the  Society,  and  this  has  been  followed  at  intervals 
since  by  three  other  enlarged  editions,  which  have  been  used  very 
generally  by  the  English  speaking  Conferences  in  Canada  and  parts 
of  the  United  States.  He  also  published,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Society,  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  and  a  little 
volume  of  Reminiscences  of  Bishop  Macdonell,  first  Bishop  of 
Upper  Canada,  which  was  given  to  the  public  in  1888.  He  often 
expressed  regret  that  he  had  no&  undertaken  this  work  in  earlier 
years,  when  more  material  was  available  and  his  memory  fresher. 
Notwithstanding  his  fine  literary  taste  and  wonderful  memory, 
which  he  had  cultivated  by  extensive  reading,  he  was  very  diffident 
about  appearing  in  print.  But  when  occasion  arose  for  correcting 
erroneous  statements  or  defending  faith  and  principles,  he  did  not 
hesitate.  He  had  an  ardent  love  of  books,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
long  career  he  gathered  one  of  the  finest  and  best  selected  private 
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libraries  in  Toronto — rich  in  works  bearing  on  the  Church,  her 
history  and  liturgy.  These  valuable  works  he  cherished  with  the 
greatest  care,  and  took  particular  pride  in  exhibiting  them.  Mr. 
Macdonell  generously  donated  this  library  to  St.  Michael's  College, 
where  it  is  now  preserved. 

In  June,  1886,  Mr.  Macdonell  represented  the  Particular  Council  of 
Toronto  at  the  fourth  General  Assembly  of  the  Society,  in  America 
at  Washington.  There  were  about  300  delegates  present  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  it  lasted  three  days.  He  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  deliberations,  and  formed  many  warm 
friendships  at  the  Convention. 

His  management  of  the  financial  business  of  the  Council 
was  most  successful,  and  deserves  the  lasting  recognition  and 
gratitude  of  the  Society.  In  1875  he  took  an  important  step, 
which  was  at  first  opposed  by  the  Superior  Council  of  Quebec,  as  an 
innovation.  This  was  the  incorporation  of  the  Society  under  the 
"  Act  respecting  Benevolent  and  other  Societies."  The  President 
General  at  Paris,  to  whom  the  question  was  referred,  decided  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  Society  would  be  justified  in  availing 
itself  of  any  privileges  to  be  obtained  by  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act. 

To  his  care,  foresight  and  good  management  the  Society  is 
indebted  for  the  valuable  property  it  now  possesses  at  the  corner  of 
Shuter  and  Victoria  streets.  The  foundation  of  ihis  began  as  far 
back  as  1854,  when  the  Hon.  Mr.  Elmsley  was  Treasurer  of 
the  Council.  This  gentleman  lost  a  son  who  was  possessed 
of  some  property,  and  during  that  year  he  informed  the  Council 
that  he  intended  selling  the  property  and  devoting  the  proceeds 
to  the  Society  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  House  of  Eefuge 
for  the  poor.  The  amount  was  paid  over  in  1856,  with  an  additional 
sum  from  Mrs.  Elmsley — amounting  altogether  to  $1600  —on 
condition  that  it  should  be  invested  in  a  certain  lot  on  Queen 
street.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  lot  was  conveyed 
to  certain  members  of  the  Society  in.  trust.  The  project  of  erecing 
a  House  of  Refuge  appears,  however,  to  have  been  dropped, 
as  the  necessity  for  it  no  longer  existed,  on  account  of  changes 
made  in  the  management  of  the  House  of  Providence.  ]Lr. 
Macdonell  leased  the  Queen  street  lot,  and  formed  a  sinking  fund 
out  of  the  rents,  and  shortly  after  the  expiry  of  the  lease  an 
opportunity  presented  of  purchasing  the  present  St.  Vincent's  Hall, 
at  what  was  considered  a  very  low  valuation.  Upon  his  recom- 
mendation it  was  secured.  This  property  has  greatly  increased  in 
value  since,  and  during  the  last  year,  when  there  was  a  question  of 
selling  it,  it  was  valued  at  $18,000.  For  some  time  Mr.  Macdonell's 
earnest  wish  was  that  he  might  live  to  see  the  Society  in  possession 
of  a  building  on  this  property  with  accommodation  for  its  own 
ordinary  meetings  as  well  as  for  those  of  other  Catholic  Societies  of 
the  city,  and  containing  a  good  reading-room  for  our  Catholic  young 
men.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  wishes  will  be  kept  in  view  by  the 
Society,  and  carried  out  ere  long  on  this  or  some  other  more 
advantageous  site. 

His  works  of  charity  were  not  confined  to  the  Society  of  St. 
Vincent  de  Paul.    Besides  his  private  charities,  which  were  consid- 


51 


erable,  he  was  for  nearly  forty  years  connected  with  the  Toronto 
House  of  Industry,  as  Manager  and  Trustee.  He  acted  as  District 
Visitor  for  twenty  years,  and  was  Secretary  for  eleven.  At  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  that  Institution  they  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  the  devoted  labor  which  he  had  given  during  all 
these  years. 

Although  ardent  in  his  faith  and  fervent  in  his  piety  he  was  not 
obtrusive,  and  was  entirely  free  of  bigotry.  He  was  consequently 
much  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  classes,  and  had  many  warm 
friends.  The  following  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  a 
prominent  clergyman  of  the  city  is  a  good  sample  of  the  opinion 
held  of  him  by  many  who  did  not  agree  with  him  in  matters  of  faith  : 

My  Dear  Mr.  Macdonell  : 

"  The  face  of  an  old  friend  of  mine  is  looking  down  upon  me  re- 
provingly from  a  shelf  in  my  study  at  this  moment.  It  is  a  fine  face, 
too,  at  which  I  look  with  real  pleasure.  It  seems  to  say:  '  Am  I  not 
worthy  of  acknowledgment?'  Thus  rebuked  for  my  delay,  I  sit  down 
to  write  my  thanks  for  your  kindly  remembrance  of  me.  I  assure 
you  that  I  prize  your  photograph.  My  wife  says  it  would  be  a  picture 
worth  having  even  if  you  did  not  know  whom  it  represented.  To 
me  it  has  the  great  additional  value  of  being  a  memento  of  much 
pleasant  intercourse  with  a  worthy  and  honored  friend." 

His  merits  and  talents  were  well  known  and  recognized,  and 
during  the  course  of  his  long  life  honors  above  the  ordinary  had 
come  to  him  unsolicited.  He  held  the  distinguished  position  of  Vice- 
Consul  of  France  for  26  years — having  been  the  first  appointed  for 
Toronto — and  when  he  resigned  in  1888,  through  ill-health,  the 
French  Government  conferred  upon  him  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  in  recognition  of  his  long  services. 

In  1885  he  was  also  signally  honored  by  the  Holy  Father,  who, 
through  the  intervention  of  His  Excellency  the  Patriarch  of 
Jerusalem,  created  him  a  Knight  of  the  Sacred  and  Military  Order 
of  the  Holy  Sepulchre.  But  these  honors  and  dignities  were  not  in 
accord  with  his  simple  and  retiring  disposition :  his  tastes  and 
ambition  were  of  a  different  standard.  In  a  letter  addressed  to  a 
correspondent  who  had  asked  for  some  particulars  relative  to  him- 
self and  his  family,  he  writes:  "Describe  me  as  President  of  the 
Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  which  title  I  value  more  than  all  the 
others." 

And  his  death  was  a  fit  conclusion  to  such  a  life,  and  full  of  conso- 
lation -  in  fact,  his  last  few  years  had  been  a  constant  preparation  for 
it.  Like  all  favored  souls,  he  had  his  share  of  trials  and  afflictions, 
and  had  been  a  chronic  sufferer  for  some  time  before  his  last  illness. 
It  was,  therefore,  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  his  friends  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  with  the  good  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  in  the  House 
of  Providence.  They  cared  for  him  attentively  in  his  declining 
years,  and  wa'ched  by  his  bed  in  his  last  hours. 

The  affectionate  respect  in  which  he  was  held  was  manifested 
by  i he  large  number  of  members  of  the  Society  and  others  who 
attended  his  funeral.  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Toronto  was  pre- 
sent at  the  Mass  in  St  Paul's  Church,  addressed  the  congregation 
upon  the  life  and  virtues  of  the  deceased,  and  gave  the  last  absolu- 
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tion.  By  His  Grace's  directions  the  Mass  was  celebrated  by  Fat  her 
Teefy,  C.S.B.,  President  of  St.  Michael's  College,  wi-h  Fathers  J. 
Walsh  and  Redden  as  deacon  and  sub-deacon.  There  were  also 
present  in  the  Sanctuary  Vicar- General  McCann  and  Dean  Cassidy, 
and  Fathers  Hand,  Frachon,  Brennan,  Murray,  Rohleder,  Kelly  and 
Martin.  The  pall-bearers  were  the  Presidents  of  the  five  oldest 
Conferences,  with  Capt.  McMaster,  Hugh  Ryan  and  A.  Gooderham. 

Considering  the  long  career  of  usefulness  and  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society  which  characterized  the  life  of  the  late 
Brother  President,  and  of  which  these  notes  have  given  but  a  faint 
outline,  it  is  too  much  to  expect  that  the  same  qualities  will  again 
be  found  united  in  any  one  individual ;  but  all  should  endeavour  to 
emulate  his  example,  even  though  it  be  at  a  distance.  A  duty  still 
devolves  upon  the  members  of  the  Society.  Notwithstanding  the 
many  signs  of  election,  so  apparent  in  our  respected  and  departed 
President,  all  should  not  forget  to  pray  that  the  God  who  directed 
so  well  this  long  and  useful  life  may  reward  His  servant  for  his 
charity  and  kindness  to  the  poor. 


PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 


The  following  works  are  published  by  the  Particular  Council  of 
Toronto,  and  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  President : 

Rules  of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  with  instructions  for 
forming  Conferences,  and  on  the  Duties  of  Presidents,  &c,  and 
the  Indulgences  granted  by  the  Sovereign  Pontiffs  to  the  mem- 
bers and  benefactors  of  the  Society.    (1878.)    $1.80  per  doz., 

post  free. 

Reminiscences  of  the  late  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  Alexander  Macdonell, 
first  Bishop  of  Upper  Canada,  by  the  late  Chevalier  William 
J.  Macdonell.    (1888.)    $1.50  per  doz. 


Orders  for  the  following  works  may  also  be  sent  through  the 
President  of  the  Particular  Council  of  Toronto.  Publishad  by  the 
Council  of  Ireland  (Wm.  Kelly,  50  Upper  Sackville  st.,  Dublin) : 

The  Manual  of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  (1877).    2s.  5d.,  or 

70  cents  Canadian  currency. 
The  General  Rule  of  the  Society,  with  explanatory  notes,  &c,  (1887.) 

5d.,  or  15  cents  currency. 
The  Bulletin  of  the  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul  (monthly). 

Yearly  subscription  payable  in  advance.    2s.  6d.,  or  65  cents 

currency. 


The  following  are  a  few  publications  suitable  for  use  by  the 
brothers,  and  for  distribution  among  those  visited  by  them,  and  are 
selected  from  a  large  list  of  useful  papers  issued  by  The  Catholic 
Truth  Society  of   England  (18  West  Square,  Southwark,  S.  E., 

London),  at  Id. : 

Life  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

Life  of  Frederick  Ozanam. 

Life  of  Father  Mathew. 

Temperance  and  Thrift. 

Love  and  Service  of  Christ  in  His  Poor. 

Spiritual  Reading. 

A  Simple  Prayer  Book. 


